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ABSTRACT 
Terrorism in Nigerian; Culmination of Economic Disenfranchisement, Social 
Marginalization and Political Instability 
 
Terrorism is without a doubt a socio-political disorder that has unfortunately 
grown to the detriment of the international systems, global economy and security. Acts of 
Terrorism have increased over the years since the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
directed at the United States of America. Since then, some nations including Nigeria have 
been suspected as pro-terrorist countries, possibly a haven for terrorists and prone to 
terrorist attack. The aim of this thesis is to examine various factors that contribute to the 
development of terrorism in Nigeria. These factors include the following: 
• Economic Disenfranchisement 
• Social Marginalization 
• Political Instability/Upheavals  
However, before these questions can be answered, the concept of terrorism itself 
needs to be explained and defined. Perhaps one of the problems hindering the successful 
elimination of terrorism in the world is a lack of a generally accepted definition for the 
act itself. The definition varies according to the state, organization and institution one is 
dealing with. Albeit for the purpose of this paper, one of the various definitions of 
terrorism will suffice, otherwise the focus of the paper would be lost. . However, for this 
thesis, terrorism will be defined as an act calculated to maximize the fallout from the 
destruction inflicted on an unsuspecting (non-combatant) audience perpetrated by a 
person or group of persons operating outside the realm of the recognized law with the 
aim of achieving some goals which in most cases is politically motivated but can also be 
vii 
 
socially or religiously motivated. There is a debate on whether poverty, inequality, and 
poor economic development are root causes of terrorism and terrorist acts in Nigeria. The 
general consensus is that there is no correlation or relationship between poverty, 
inequality and poor economic policies in the motivation and development of terrorism in 
any given area. However, for my hypothesis, I argue that poverty, malnutrition, 
inequality, unemployment, inflation and poor economic growth are predicators of 
terrorism combined with social marginalization and political upheavals in Nigeria. 
Furthermore, this thesis will also argue that factors like population, ethnicity, religion, 
state repression and party politics are causes of terrorism that  have existed in Nigeria for 
a long time before the events of 9/11.  
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Terrorism in Nigeria: Culmination of Economic Disenfranchisement, Social 
Marginalization and Political Instability 
CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION 
Terrorism is without a doubt a socio-political disorder that has unfortunately 
grown to the detriment of the international systems, global economy and security. Acts of 
Terrorism have increased over the years since the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 
directed at the United States of America. Since then, some nations including Nigeria have 
been suspected as pro-terrorist countries, possibly a haven for terrorists and prone to 
terrorist attacks. The aim of this paper is to examine various factors that contribute to the 
development of terrorism in Nigeria. These factors include the following: 
• Economic Disenfranchisement 
• Social Marginalization 
• Political Instability/Upheavals  
However, before these questions can be answered, the concept of terrorism itself needs to 
be explained and defined. Perhaps one of the problems hindering the successful 
elimination of terrorism in the world is a lack of a generally accepted definition for the 
act itself. The definition varies according to the state, organization and institution one is 
dealing with. Albeit for the purpose of this paper, one of the various definitions of 
terrorism will suffice, otherwise the focus of the paper would be lost.  
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Terrorism: Definitions 
As reiterated above, terrorism is a phenomenon so amorphous in nature that it 
manifests itself in different forms depending on the socio, geopolitical and economic 
situation on the ground in any locale. Consequently, due to its prolific nature, its 
definition viz a viz its understanding continues to create a conundrum for scholars of 
terrorism. Perhaps the most clichéd argument and definition of terrorism was rendered by 
a quote by Walter Laqueur, “one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter” in his 
book titled The Age of Terrorism written in 1987. Laqueur actually defined terrorism as 
“the illegitimate use of force to achieve a political objective when innocent people are 
targeted.” (Laqueur, 1987)    
Alex P Schmid defined terrorism as:  
an anxiety inspiring method of repeated violent action, employed by  
(semi-) clandestine individual group or state actors, for idiosyncratic, 
criminal and political reasons, whereby - in contrast to assassinations 
 – the direct target of violence are not the main target. The immediate 
human victims of violence are generally chosen randomly (targets of 
opportunity) or selectively (representative or symbolic targets) from 
 a target population and serve as message generators. Threat and  
violence based communication processes between terrorist  
(organizations), (imperiled) victims, and main targets are used to 
manipulate the main target (audience(s)), turning it into a target  
of terror, a target of demands, or a target of attention, depending on  
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whether intimidation, coercion, or propaganda is primarily sought. 
 (Schmid, 2004) 
Alex P Schmid also suggests that the definition of terrorism is based on whatever concept 
of analysis is being used. He argues that terrorism can be defined under various contexts 
such as crime, politics, war, propaganda and religion (social movements). He further 
argues that depending on what framework is being utilized; various aspects of terrorism 
materialize accordingly while the other aspects are hidden. In other words, terrorism is 
not a phenomenon that can be easily defined unless one is defining it according to a 
particular set of parameters of which he listed 5. These parameters include:  
• Terrorism as/and crime 
• Terrorism as/and politics 
• Terrorism as/and warfare 
• Terrorism as/and communication 
• Terrorism as/and religious fundamentalism/social marginalization.  
Richard Shultz argues that political terrorism can be conceived or defined “as the threat 
and or use of extra normal forms or political violence in varying degrees, with the 
objectives of achieving certain political objectives that the group or movement seek to 
obtain.” (Shultz, 1978)  
Walter Laqueur’s statement of “one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom 
fighter” has become more than a clichéd argument. As a matter of fact most alleged 
terrorist are quick to cite this quote as a justification for their actions. They don’t perceive 
themselves or the organization they represent as terrorist or terrorist organizations. The 
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operating words in Laqueur’s definition of terrorism is “illegitimate and innocent,” in 
other words if the means to achieve that political goal does not conform to normal 
perceptions (depends on who or what is defining “normal perceptions”) and innocent 
(also subject to interpretation) people are injured, maimed or killed then it is terrorism. 
Following this line of reason, war casualties can’t be classified as terrorist act because the 
use of force is legitimate and only enemy combatants are injured, maimed or killed. This 
definition however encompasses all acts of revolutionaries as act of terrorism hence its 
unsuitability for a general definition of terrorism.  
Alex Schmid’s definition of terrorism is based on the concept of analysis that is 
being used. The argument here is that terrorism can be defined under various contexts 
such as crime, politics, war, propaganda and religion. Furthermore, depending on what 
framework is being utilized, different aspects of terrorism materializes while the other 
aspects are hidden. In other words, terrorism in not a concept that can be easily defined 
unless one is defining it through a particular set of parameters of which Alex Schmid 
listed the five categories previously stated. This definition, while very encompassing is a 
legal nightmare because it is very vulnerable to lots of legal technicalities and definition 
and hence rendering it also unsuitable for a general definition of terrorism. Richard 
Shultz’s definition of terrorism is based less on the motive behind the action and more on 
the means to which that motive is realized. The argument here is that one could employ 
terrorist tactics to further a cause; it can be utilized as a motivation for rebellion against 
the government, it can be used to clamor for religious freedom, promote an ideology and 
even used as a means to ransom the government into releasing political dissidents. 
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Examined by themselves, all of these motives are legitimate but the means and process 
by which these objectives are accomplished is what determines whether it is indeed a 
terrorist act or acts or just normal protesting against a tyrannical, corrupt and oppressive 
government. In essence, the definition of terrorism is not constituted in the motive per se 
but rather the means utilized in achieving that motive. This definition also tends to be a 
legal nightmare because the act itself is not the issue here, but the means to which the act 
is perpetrated is what is important. That is too much of a leeway for a terror mastermind 
to wiggle through, and hence also makes this definition undesirable as a general 
definition of terrorism. 
There is a common theme among the above definitions. All three definitions agree 
that for terrorism to occur, violence is a must. There is always an objective to be achieved 
in most cases political, but it could be other things like religion or propaganda and in 
most cases it is always being perpetrated by a person or group of persons. However, 
Laqueur’s target in its simplicity (innocent people) is too broad and can be subjected to 
different interpretations. Schmid’s definition, the most articulate of the three definitions 
above, is also the one most prone to legal technicality. Shultz’s definition could be 
misconstrued as a carte blanch for inciting violence because as long as the means is not in 
dissonance with what is expected then it is not terrorism and that leaves a lot of wiggle 
room for terrorists to exploit. However, for this thesis, terrorism will be defined as an act 
calculated to maximize the fallout from the destruction inflicted on an unsuspecting (non-
combatant) audience perpetrated by a person or group of persons operating outside the 
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realm of the recognized law with the aim of achieving some goals which in most cases is 
politically motivated but can also be socially or religiously motivated. 
Theoretical Framework: 
Perhaps the best theory to explain terrorism in terms of Nigeria would be the 
sociological and psychological theories of terrorism which is primarily concerned with 
the social construction of fear or panic, and how institutions and processes especially the 
media, primary and secondary groups, maintains that expression of fear. However, it 
needs to be stated that this perspective of terrorism deals mostly with the consequences of 
terrorism and not the root causes which makes the theory unsuitable for this research. 
There is a debate on whether poverty, inequality, and poor economic development are 
root causes of terrorism and terrorist acts in Nigeria. The general consensus is that there 
is no correlation or relationship between poverty, inequality and poor economic policies 
in the motivation and development of terrorism in any given area. However, for my 
hypothesis, I argue that poverty, malnutrition, inequality, unemployment, inflation and 
poor economic growth are predicators of terrorism combined with social marginalization 
and political upheavals in Nigeria. Furthermore, this thesis will also argue that factors 
like population, ethnicity, religion, state repression and party politics are causes of 
terrorism that  have existed in Nigeria for a long time before the events of 9/11.  
Brief Background of Nigeria’s Historical Landscape: 
Nigeria is a country located in the western part of the continent of Africa with a 
land area of 923,768.64 square kilometers and a population of 170,123,740 making it the 
most populous country in Africa and the most populous black nation in the world. This 
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also makes the country very important not only on the continent of Africa but in the 
world. Aside from the size of its population, Nigeria plays a very key role in the stability 
of states in Western Africa, in particular, and of all states on the continent of Africa, in 
general. Despite its internal turmoil, the country has strategically made itself very 
important in terms of the geopolitical security of Western African states. The hypothesis 
argued in this paper will submit that Nigeria is in fact prone to terrorism regardless of 
whether it is internally or externally motivated. The paper will also show that acts of 
terror have been occurring in Nigeria long before the dastardly events of 9/11 and with 
careful analysis will show that conditions which supports the development and growth of 
terrorism is manifested in the country through a lack of economic disenfranchisement, 
social marginalization and political instability/upheaval.  
Furthermore, this thesis research will take a look at the historical heritage of the 
Nigerian state and this will be done in three phases which are pre-independence, post-
independence/military incursion and the republics in Nigeria. Pre-independence takes a 
snapshot of the country from its amalgamation in 1914 to its independence in 1960. Post-
independence/military incursions start immediately after independence in 1960 and 1963 
when Nigeria had become an independent country and a republic. Republics in Nigeria 
began in 1963 up to 1999 when the fourth and the current republic began. Republics in 
Nigeria usually signifies the adoption of a particular style or system of governance. 1966 
marked an epoch in Nigerian political history because this was the year General Johnson 
Aguiyi- Ironsi overthrew the democratically elected government of Nigeria, dissolved the 
federal system of government, murdered the Prime Minister and instituted a military type 
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central government (Ademoyega, 1981).   This marked the beginnings of various military 
coup d’états that held the country under military rule for almost 30 years. The country 
was split under General Yakubu Gowon into 12 states from its previous four regions in 
1967.  
This move led to civil war because the military governor of the Eastern region 
Colonel Chukwuemeka Ojukwu disagreed with the division of the Eastern region and 
seceded from the rest of Nigeria by creating the independent Republic of Biafra (St Jorre, 
1972).  War broke out in June of 1967. After over 1 million people had met their demise, 
the war ended in Jan 1970 with the surrender of the Biafran army. The year 1976 ushered 
in a further division of the country into 19 states, and by 1987, two more states had been 
added. By the end of 1991, another nine states were created. This was all in an attempt to 
enable the central government to manage the equal distribution of resources within the 
country and more so to accommodate ethnic minorities within the country that were too 
populous to be merged with other ethnic groups (Ajayi, 2007).  Abuja, the current capital 
of Nigeria, was created as a federal territory in 1976 but the transition which marked the 
movement of the seat of power from Lagos to Abuja did not happen until 1991. Another 
six more states were created in 1996, leaving the country currently with a total of 36 
states and the federal capital territory. However, it needs to be noted that during the 
military occupation of Nigeria, there were moments of transition back to civilian rule 
which finally culminated in 1999 under General Abdul Salami Abubakar who handed 
over the reins of power to an elected government. In depth details of the Nigerian 
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political and economic landscape will be covered more in detail in Chapter 2 of this 
thesis. 
Methodology:  
This thesis will rely heavily on secondary materials such as books, journals, magazine, 
online journals, news report and a plethora of other printed media available. 
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CHAPTER 2 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE USED 
Ademoyega, A. (1981) is one of the three men that planned and executed the first 
Nigerian coup d’état on January 15, 1966.  In his book, he identifies the amalgamation of 
the Nigerian polity, colonialism and conflicting political ideologies as main issues the led 
to the dissention among the rank and file of the Nigerian military which invariably led to 
the coup. The book is an eye witness account of what promulgated the marriage between 
politics and the military in Nigeria. The author argues that another driving factor that led 
to the coup was the idea of northern domination of the military. The book also examined 
the counter coup d’état of General Ironsi and his failure to achieve true unity for the 
nation. He raised the issue of succession among the coup plotters which later led to face 
off between Ojukwu and Gowon following another counter coup planned by northern 
army officers. The author linked the disagreement between Ojukwu and Gowon to the 
secession of the eastern part of the country which gave birth to the Republic of Biafra and 
gave rise to the civil war that ravaged the country. In the concluding part of the book, the 
author asserts that the first Nigerian coup was nationalistic and popular.  
Although the author above spoke briefly about the disagreement between Ojukwu 
and Gowon which invariably led to the Nigerian civil war, St Jorre, J (1972) is his book 
aptly titled “The Nigerian Civil War examines the horrors and the aftermath of the war. 
St Jorre compares the Nigerian civil war to the American and Spanish civil wars. The 
basis for his comparison includes the length/duration of the war, the amount of lives the 
war claimed and most important of all is the reason for the war which for him was about 
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nationhood and self-determination. Self-determination in the context of the Nigerian civil 
war is a little bit more complex than the American and Spanish civil war given the ethnic 
diversity that one can find in Nigeria was not present in the American and Spanish civil 
wars. Douglas, O. et al (2004) tries to examine the economic, social and political 
developments of the ethnic groups that comprise the Niger-Delta region of Nigeria. They 
argue that more importance needs to be given to that particular region by the Nigerian 
government primarily because of two reasons. One, being that the region provides the 
bulk of the crude oil that sustains the Nigerian economy and two, the festering 
malcontent that is griping the area. In the aftermath of 9/11, the geopolitical significance 
of Nigeria increased tremendously, primarily because of Nigeria's role as a global oil 
supplier but also as a growing regional power. As a result, there is a growing concern of 
the simmering malcontent in the Niger-Delta area. The authors stated that shortly before 
9/11, the US Department of State identified the Niger-Delta area of Nigeria as a breeding 
ground for “militant and impoverished ethnic groups” for whom terrorist acts like 
kidnapping, abduction, hostage taking and extra judicial killings are part of their modus 
operandi. 
Imogibhe, T.A (2003). However, this author argues in his book that giving the 
ethnic diversity that one finds within Nigeria, it is not a stretch of imagination to assume 
that a country like Nigeria would be plagued with problems that stems along ethnic lines. 
Thus the author seeks to make an attempt to develop new ways and strategies that could 
help the leadership of the country combat this ever growing menace that continues to dog 
Nigeria's progress towards becoming a solid democratic state. By analyzing case studies 
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of social, economic and political catalyst that fuels these ethnic conflicts he intends to 
shine a light on the mismanagement of these conflicts by the government of Nigeria 
regardless of whether military or civilian and how it leads to the development of 
terrorism. 
Laqueur, Walter (1987).  In terms of terrorism, definition has been a problem. 
Inconsistencies in the definition of terrorism continue to hamper the study of terrorism. 
However, Laqueur’s statement of “one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter” 
has become more than a clichéd argument. As a matter of fact most alleged terrorist are 
quick to cite this quote as a justification for their actions. They don’t perceive themselves 
or the organization they represent as terrorist or terrorist organizations. The operating 
words in Laqueur’s definition of terrorism is “illegitimate and innocent”, in other words, 
Laqueur argues that if the means to achieve certain political goals that does not conform 
to normal perceptions (depends on who or what is defining “normal perceptions”) and 
innocent (also subject to interpretation) people are injured, maimed or killed then it is 
terrorism. Following this line of reason, war casualties can’t be classified as terrorist act 
because the use of force is legitimate and only enemy combatants are injured, maimed or 
killed.  
However, Schmid, Alex (2004) is of the opinion that the definition of terrorism 
should be based on the concept of analysis that is being used. He argues that terrorism 
can be defined under various contexts such as crime, politics, war, propaganda and 
religion. Furthermore, depending on what framework is being utilized, different aspects 
of terrorism materializes while the other aspects are hidden. In other words, terrorism in 
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not a concept that can be easily defined unless one is defining it through a particular set 
of parameters of which he listed 5 that include: terrorism as/and crime, terrorism as/and 
politics, terrorism as/and warfare, terrorism as/and communication and finally terrorism 
as/and religious fundamentalism. Shultz, R (1978) takes the definition of terrorism one 
step further by arguing that terrorism should be based less on the motive behind the 
action and more on the means to which that motive is realized. His argument here is that 
one could employ terrorist tactics to further a cause; it can be utilized as a motivation for 
rebellion against the government, it can be used to clamor for religious freedom, promote 
an ideology and even used as a means to ransom the government into releasing political 
dissidents. Examined by themselves, all of these motives are legitimate but the means and 
process by which these objectives are accomplished is what determines whether it is 
indeed a terrorist act or acts or just normal protesting against a tyrannical, corrupt and 
oppressive government. In essence, the definition of terrorism is not constituted in the 
motive per se but rather the means utilized in achieving that motive.  
Moreover, Lake, D (2002) believes that the key to understanding terrorism lies in 
the understanding of disproportionate distribution of resources within a country. He 
claims that terrorist resort to violence not because of private information, incredible 
commitments, or indivisible issues, although these factors may also matter, but because 
no bargain is acceptable to them under the current distributions of capabilities. He 
maintains that the terrorist act itself is orchestrated in the hopes of shifting the dynamics 
of the balance of power between the parties so as to allow or create a leverage that 
ascertains a better bargain at some time in the future. Meanwhile as regards the incidence 
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of terrorism in Nigeria, there are some that the country itself and its people perpetuate 
terrorism and other dissident behaviors. For instance, Igbinovia, P.E. (2003) believes 
that the Nigerian society perpetuates criminal tendencies and that the society is very 
convenient for crime because in Nigeria, crime pays. As a result the society itself is 
perfect for the development of all sorts of crimes including terrorism because the benefits 
outweighs the cost and in some instance there is no cost at all. A perfect example will be 
cyber terrorism that ravages the Western part of Nigeria. The author believes that Nigeria 
has become a society of criminals and the word criminal covers everything from petty 
thievery to organized and synchronized terrorists acts. 
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CHAPTER 3 
OVERVIEW OF NIGERIA’S POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 Terrorism is such a phenomenon that it is almost impossible to analyze it without 
getting a true sense of the context in which the analysis is being examined. There are 
certain things that one needs to understand when dealing with the issue of terrorism as 
regards a country or territory. Perhaps it becomes a lot easier to understand why terrorism 
has become a viable threat in Nigeria if one can understand the political and economic 
factors that might allow such inclinations to thrive. The previous section dealt with the 
burgeoning issue of terrorism in the world in general with emphasis on the Nigerian 
situation in particular. In the previous section, there was a need to define terrorism from 
its various points of view. The perception of scholars, freedom fighters and known 
terrorist were taken into consideration and most importantly, the section dealt with the 
justification of terrorism by examining it through the lens of the old cliché of terrorists 
being perceived as freedom fighters and freedom fighters being perceived as terrorists. 
This section however gives us an historical backdrop on Nigeria from a political and 
economic perspectives, so as to shed more light and to enable us understand why 
terrorism might be a viable threat in Nigeria. However it needs to be noted that this is a 
snapshot of the country's political and economic background and not necessarily a 
detailed history of Nigeria. Chapters 2 and 3 respectively are going to cover in more 
details the correlation between the political instability and economic stagnation discussed 
here. The political background covered in brief synopsis here, deals with the political 
history of Nigeria from three perspectives which is divided into 3 phases: Phase 1 deals 
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with Pre-Independence Nigeria, which is the peoples and empires that thrived in this 
region before the advent of the European and the subsequent annexation of the territory. 
Phase 2 deals with the political landscape in Nigeria post-Independence and it also deals 
with the military incursion in the government and the creation of states for administrative 
purposes. Phase 3 deals with the successful and abortive republics in Nigeria. In other 
words it deals with how many times the country had tried to revert back to democracy 
after military dictatorships.  
Pre-Independence 
 Considered to be the most populous country in Africa, (CIA World Fact Book 
2009) Nigeria is located on the western part of Africa, bordered on the south by the Gulf 
of Guinea, on the east by Cameroon, on the north by Republic of Niger and Chad and on 
the west by the Republic of Benin. (CIA World Fact Book 2009) However, it is pertinent 
to this research that emphasis is laid on the composition of the country before and after 
the advent of the Europeans. The geographical land mass now occupied by modern 
Nigeria was actually the stage for the rise and fall of several empires/kingdoms of which 
4 are distinctively recognized. These 4 empires include the Yoruba/Oduduwa Empire 
which was made up mostly by the Yoruba people and few other ethnic minorities that fell 
under the jurisdiction of the empire. The Calabar Kingdom, which was established 
around 1000 AD and it supposed to be the first and oldest kingdom in what is now 
Nigeria to make contact with the Europeans. The Northern Empire, which comprised of 
the Hausa people and some other nomadic ethnic groups that lived along the edge of the 
Sahara Desert. Then we have the famous and powerful Benin Empire, whose might 
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spread into parts of what is known as Ghana today. This empire is most famous for the 
bronze statues of their Oba (King/Emperor) whose original title was the (Oba Ibini) and 
was said to be divine. (Thatcher, 1978) Present day citizens of Nigeria can trace their 
origins to these defunct empires. 
However the geopolitical entity known as Nigeria was formally amalgamated in 1914, 
this was due mainly to two factors;  
1. Consolidation of Europeans powers which was brought on by the Berlin Conference of 
1884 and which led unfortunately to what is now known historically as the "Scramble for 
Africa" and in part due to the settling of Europeans in parts of the 4 empires described 
above since the 1800s because they had become formal or indirect colonies of the British 
government. (Thatcher, 1978) 
2. To facilitate the smooth running of the economic and administrative purposes of the 
colonial powers.  
Before the amalgamation the political entity known as Nigeria was formally composed of 
the Southern/Northern protectorate and the crown colony of Lagos. However, after the 
amalgamation, the country was divided into 4 administrative units which included the 
Lagos colony, the Western, Eastern and Northern provinces respectively. This was pretty 
much the administrative structure of Nigeria till the early 50s and starting in 1951, the 
then constitution of Nigeria changed the status of the provinces to regions. Soon after this 
event, the agitation for self-government was at its height and by 1957, both the Eastern 
and Western regions were self-governing and the Northern region did not attain that 
status until 1959. (Afigbo, 1991) 
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Post-Independence/Military Incursion  
 Between 1960 and 1963, Nigeria had become independent and a republic 
respectively. 1966 marked an epoch in Nigerian political history because this was the 
year General Johnson Aguiyi- Ironsi overthrew the democratically elected government of 
Nigeria, dissolved the federal system of government, murdered then Prime Minister and 
instituted a military type central government (Ademoyega, 1981). And this marked the 
beginnings of various military coup d’état that held the country under military rule for 
almost 30 years. The country was split under General Yakubu Gowon into 12 states from 
its previous 4 regions in 1967; this move led to civil war because the then military 
governor of the Eastern region Colonel Chukwuemeka Ojukwu disagreed with the 
division of the Eastern region and seceded from the rest of Nigeria by creating the 
independent Republic of Biafra. (St Jorre, 1972) War broke out in June of 1967 and after 
over 1 million people had met their demise, the war ended in Jan 1970 with the surrender 
of the Biafran army. 1976 ushered in a further division of the country into 19 states, by 
1987, 2 more states had been added, by the end of 1991, another 9 states was created, this 
was all in an attempt to enable the central government with the equal distribution of 
resources within the country and more so to accommodate ethnic minorities within the 
country that were to populous to be merged with other ethnic group (Ajayi, 2007). Abuja, 
the current capital of Nigeria was created as a federal territory in 1976 but the transition 
which marked the movement of the seat of power from Lagos to Abuja did not happen 
until 1991. Another 6 more states were created in 1996 leaving the country currently with 
a total of 36 states with the federal capital territory. However, it needs to be noted that 
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during the military occupation of Nigeria, there were moments of transitions back to 
civilian rule which finally culminated in 1999 under General Abdul salami Abubakar 
who handed over the reins of government to an elected government. 
Republics in Nigeria  
 Nigeria is currently operating under its fourth republic. Republics in the Nigerian 
concept means the period when there was no ban on electoral activities, a new 
constitution was drafted and there was a transition to civilian rule either botched or 
completed. The first republic in Nigerian history came into being on October 1st 1963 
with the adoption of the constitution and Great Britain's type of parliamentary system of 
government; unfortunately it was short lived due to the military coup of 1966 which led 
to the bloody takeover of all government institutions and the assassination of the Prime 
Minister (Metz, 1991). After almost 10 years of military rule, General Olusegun 
Obasanjo, the then military head of state of Nigeria initiated a process to hand over power 
to a civilian government and terminate military rule. On October 1st 1979, the second 
republic in Nigerian history had commenced, armed with a new constitution, an 
American type government and a new President and Commander in Chief in the person 
of Alhaji Shehu Shagari. Again, almost like déjà vu, this republic was short lived too and 
was brought to an end by the military coup of 1983 (Falola, 1999).  The abortive third 
republic was drafted in 1989 and was soon to be followed by presidential election, 
however the then military head of state, General Ibrahim Babangida decided to push the 
presidential elections to 1993 of which a wealthy industrialist MKO Abiola emerged 
victorious, however the military government decided to annul perhaps the most fair and 
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concise electoral process in Nigerian history, throwing the country into turmoil and 
political unrest which led to the takeover of the interim government by a coup 
orchestrated by the then Defense Minister, General Sani Abacha turning the third 
republic into a stillborn. (Nigerian Daily News, March 2005). 
 The fourth republic came into being after the adoption of the republican 
constitution on May 29, 1999. This process was initiated by General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar and since May 1999, the country has being under democratically elected 
government, although skeptics are wondering how long this republic is going to last but 
so far so good, power have being handed over three times by legitimate electoral process 
since the transition from military rule; that is, the country has witnessed 12 years of 
uninterrupted democratic rule. Clearly from the instability portrayed in the brief political 
picture painted above, it becomes a little bit easier to understand the viability of terrorism 
in Nigeria. It becomes apparent that the government of Nigeria has a trouble holding and 
consolidating its power and thus Nigeria continues to hover and struggle between being a 
weak state and a failed state, with either condition, making the country ripe and prone to 
terrorism and terrorists. 
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Table 1: Military Incursion and Administrative region/states 
DATE OF 
COUP D’ ETAT 
COUP D’ ETAT 
ORCHESTRATOR 
TITLE ASSUMED ADMIN DIVISION 
OF COUNTRY 
January 1966 General Johnson 
Aguiyi-Ironsi 
Military Head of State 4 Regions 
July 1966 General Yakubu Gowon Head of Military Government 12 States 
1975 General Murtala 
Mohammed 
Head of the Federal Military 
Government of Nigeria 
19 States 
1976 General Olusegun 
Obasanjo 
Head of State 19 States 
1983 Major General 
Muhammadu Buhari 
Chairman of the Supreme 
Military Council 
19 States 
1985 Major General Ibrahim 
Babangida 
President and Chairman of the 
Armed Force Ruling Council 
30 States 
1993 General Sani Abacha President and Chairman of the 
Provisional Ruling Council 
36 States 
1998 General Abdulsalami 
Abubakar 
President and Chairman of the 
Provisional Ruling Council 
36 States 
The table above shows the number of times of military incursions and the leaders of these 
incursions and how in their attempt to supposedly evenly distribute the economic 
resources of the country divided the country administratively.  
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Table 2: Republics in Nigeria (Botched / Successful) 
Date  Republic 
Designation 
System of 
Governance 
Prime 
Minister 
President President 
Elect 
Disrupted/Electoral 
Process 
October 
1963 
First 
Republic 
Westminster 
type of 
government 
Tafawa 
Balewa 
  1966 Coup D’ 
Etat 
October 
1979 
Second 
Republic 
American 
Type 
Presidential 
System 
 Alhaji 
Shehu 
Shagari 
 1983 Coup D’ 
Etat 
June 
1993 
Third 
Republic 
   Chief 
MKO 
Abiola 
Annulled June 
1993 
May 
1999 
Fourth 
Republic 
Revival of 
Second 
Republic 
 President 
Olusegun 
Obasanjo 
President 
Umar 
Yar'Adua 
President 
Goodluck 
Jonathan 
 1999 - 2007 (2 
consecutive terms) 
 
2007 - 2010 (died 
in office) 
 
2010 - Current 
The table above shows the situations during each of the botched/successful republics in 
Nigeria. 
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Snapshot of the Economic Situation in Nigeria 
 Nigeria’s economic structure is based on the exportation of crude oil to the rest of 
the world. However, this wasn't always the case. Nigeria is located on one of the best 
latitudes for agriculture in the world. In 1990, estimates indicated that 82 million hectares 
out of Nigeria's total land area of about 91 million hectares were arable. However, only 
about 34 million hectares (or 42% of cultivatable area) were being cultivated at the time. 
(Metz, 1991) It comes as no surprise that before the oil boom, Nigeria's economy was 
based on agriculture and the country was renowned for its production of certain cash 
crops like cocoa, groundnuts, and palm produce. At the time these cash crops were 
considered the largest foreign exchange earner for the country until the discovery of oil in 
the 1950s. (International Crisis Group, 2006) Usually, at least the known stages of 
economic development in developed countries happened at a gradual pace that is from 
primary to secondary to tertiary and so on; plus there is always a significant amount of 
time lapse before graduation from one economic phase to the other.  
 However, in the case of Nigeria, this did not happen. The country abandons the 
primary phase and jumped right into the secondary phase with little or no understanding 
of how to organize a country economically around this phase. This abandonment of the 
primary phase was a result of influx of money from the export of oil. Agricultural 
production came almost to halt and rapid industrialization took its place. With the money 
earned from the crude oil, the country started importing raw materials from other 
countries which also led to the rapid development of the manufacturing sector. Different 
industries sprung up overnight and the country found itself immersed in the projects that 
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will later be classified as “white elephants”. Due to this rapid industrialization, as said 
earlier, the agricultural sector was abandoned and the only people left cultivating the land 
were the old, the infirm and the young.  
 The agricultural sector was also impacted heavily by the loss of labor force which 
was due to the migration from rural areas to urban areas in part because of the appeal of 
higher wages and the lifestyle of the city. Nobody wanted to be associated with the 
agricultural sector anymore because to the people of Nigeria, it was a symbol of poverty 
and the government response to this mentality was to shift the economy of the country 
away from the production of cash crops to crude oil. And though, the country has lots of 
arable land that could be utilized in food production for the nation, the policy at the time 
was to import food crops that erstwhile was cultivated within the country. By the end of 
the 60s and the early 70s, Nigeria had become the 7
th
 largest exporter of crude oil in the 
world. The 70s ushered in a lot of changes in Nigerian economic landscape, for instance, 
the country became a member of Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
in 1971, (opec.org) a cartel created by oil exporting countries to determine quotas and 
price of oil per barrel.  
 Due to the industrialization, most companies established in Nigeria were foreign 
owned, a throwback to the legacy of colonialism, however the Nigeria military 
government in 1972 issued a protectionist decreed that prevented foreign investors to 
invest in certain industries with the hopes of allowing Nigerian industries to thrive and 
compete on the global stage. There was an influx of cash into the economy in 1974 and 
this was due to the rising increase in oil prices which later fell to such low levels in 1975 
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that OPEC had to intervene to stem the fluctuation in the prices of oil. The effects this 
had on the Nigerian economy were inflation and an increase in the unemployment rate. 
(International Crisis Group, 2006) The Nigerian government decided to institute many 
grandiose economic schemes like Operation Feed the Nation, Green Revolution, 
MAMSER (Mass Mobilization for Social and Economic Reliance) and SAP (Structural 
Adjustment Program) in an attempt to put a spark back into the agricultural sector since 
the government was having difficulty importing food crops into the country.  
 However all that was achieved with this various economic schemes was the lining 
of the pockets of government officials, corrupt politicians and civil servants, ubiquitous 
contractors and their cronies. (Ewegbemi 2002)  Despite the influx of money accrued 
from the exporting of crude-oil, Nigeria is still very much considered a third world 
country based largely on the mismanagement and looting of its treasury by the officials, 
corruption in almost every sector, declining oil prices and political instability. According 
to Transparency International (an organization based in Berlin, Germany) in an article 
titled "Reforming the nearly unreformable" in the August issue of the Economist 
magazine in 2004, Nigeria is the world's second-most corrupt country (after Bangladesh). 
Again, according to this joint quote by (Birdsall and Subramanian 2004);” 
Nowhere have all the pathologies associated with oil manifested  
themselves more clearly than in Nigeria. In the late 1960s, the  
Biafran war of secession---then Africa's biggest civil war, which 
killed a million people, was in part, an attempt by the country's 
 eastern, predominantly Igbo, region to gain exclusive control  
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over oil reserves. Nigeria has also suffered the assassination of 
 two of its leaders, six successful coups and four failed ones, and 
 30 years of military rule. Its "pirates in power", as one African  
historian calls its leaders, have plundered Nigeria's oil wealth to 
 the tune of perhaps $100 billion. The explosion in windfall- 
financed government expenditures has also provided increased  
opportunities for kickbacks....Between 1970 and 2000, the  
number of people living below the poverty line in Nigeria increased 
 from 19 million to nearly 90 million..."   
Written in an article titled "Saving Iraq from Its Oil" in the July/August edition of Journal 
of Foreign Affairs, 2004     
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Table 3: Nigeria: Evolution of Key Macroeconomics Indicators 
 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008e 2009p 2010p 
Real GDP 
Growth (%) 
5.3 8.2 21.2 9.6 6.6 6.5 6.0 6.5 6.4 2.8 2.7 
Consumer 
Price 
Inflation (%) 
6.9 18.9 12.9 14.0 15.0 17.9 8.2 5.4 11.6 10.1 2.7 
Overall Fiscal 
Balance 
including 
Grants (%) of 
GDP 
5.9 -5.3 -3.3 0.0 8.1 9.4 7.7 0.4 0.0 -12.3 10.0 
Trade 
Balance (%) 
of GDP 
27.3 12.8 3.2 11.6 19.9 21.9 18.6 16.3 13.5 2.9 -9.4 
Source: African Development Bank Database and CBN, Annual Report, 2008 
(e) : estimate (p) : projection 
The table above shows that Nigeria's economy is very vulnerable to external conditions 
which are due to its overdependence on oil. The unrest in the Niger-Delta region of the 
country coupled with plummeting oil price has reduced the production of oil in the 
country despite the fact that the non-oil producing sector of its economy shows some 
remarkable growth of 6.4% in 2008. However a projection by the African Development 
Bank in May 2009 indicates a fall in Nigeria's economic growth to 2.8% and 2.7% in 
2009 and 2010 respectively, (Anyanwu and Erhijakpor 2008). 
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Table 4: Nigeria: Trends in Poverty Levels, 1980 - 2004 
Year Poverty Indices Estimated Total population (millions) Population in Poverty (million) 
1980 28.1 65 18.26 
1985 46.3 75 34.73 
1992 42.7 91.5 39.07 
1996 65.6 102.3 67.11 
2004 54.4 126.3 68.7 
Source: Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics,  
The above table shows the national incidence of relative poverty as the (%) of the 
population with an income of less than two-thirds of the average per capita expenditure in 
Nigeria. (International Journal on Government Financial Management) 
Table 5: Statistical Snapshot of Nigerian Economy 
Labor Force 47.33 million (2009 estimated) 
Labor in Agriculture 70% 
Budget Revenues 10.49 billion (2009 estimated) 
Budget Expenditures 18.08 billion (2009 estimated) 
Industrial production growth rate -1.8% (2009 estimated) 
Current account balance -$9.394 billion (2009 estimated) 
Exports $45.43 billion (2009 estimated) 
Imports $42.1 billion (2009 estimated) 
Foreign exchange reserve $46.54 billion (2009 estimated) 
External debt $9.689 billion (2009 estimated) 
Source: CIA World Factbook 2009. 
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Table 6: National Unemployment Rates, Nigeria year ending December 
Survey Period Composite (%) Urban (%) Rural (%) 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2006 
2007 
12.6 
14.8 
13.4 
11.9 
13.7 
14.6 
8.7 
10.9 
9.5 
10.1 
10.2 
10.9 
14.2 
16.4 
15.0 
12.6 
14.6 
14.8 
Source: Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics – Labor Force Survey 
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CHAPTER 4 
ECONOMIC DISENFRANCHISEMENTANDTHE DEVELOPMENTS OF 
TERRORISM IN NIGERIA 
 Terrorism has been a global crisis from the origin of man himself. It has been 
carried out in various forms from the most rudimentary to modern day sophisticated and 
technological methods claiming millions of lives and property. It has thus become very 
imperative for countries the world over to beef up security and become more conscious of 
the flow of human and intelligence within and around its sovereignty. Nigeria, before 
now was threatened by economic, corruption, political instability and more importantly 
poverty but not terrorism. However, recent incidences of sectarian violence and civil 
unrest in its various regions have turned the spotlight on terrorism amongst other 
problems. The development of terrorism acts in Nigeria has become one of utmost 
concern that needs to be addressed. This was recently heightened by the placing of 
Nigeria on the terrorist list of the United States of America as one of few nations 
sponsoring terrorism, following the unsuccessful attempt by a young elite Nigerian 
trained in the United Kingdom to detonate explosives on an American bound aircraft. 
While it raised criticisms of the American Government from human rights groups around 
the world as it was unjust for the crime of a single individual to be taken out on the 
general travelling population. It only further helped bring terrorism in Nigeria to the fore 
front. This paper tries to address and make an attempt at analyzing how Nigeria's 
numerous economic problems and more importantly, poverty is helping to develop 
Nigeria's terrorism potentials. It aims to establish a relationship between poverty which is 
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pandemic in Nigeria and the consequent increase in criminal activities and development 
of terrorism in the Africa's most populous nation. 
 The economy of a nation is reflected in the standard of living of its citizens which 
is determined among other things by the economic condition of the nation and the 
productivity of her citizens (the quantity of the goods and services a worker can produce) 
i.e. a country may prosper if its economic conditions are favorable and its citizens are 
productive and do not possess many anti-growth behaviors such as corruption. Prosperity 
is the ability of an individual, group or nation to provide shelter, nutrition and other 
material goods that enable people to live a good life so that may develop a healthy 
emotional and spiritual life and become unfettered by the everyday concern of the 
material goods they require to survive (Ray,1998; Fairbank 2000). Therefore we can say 
that the life of a person burdened with the vices of poverty is miserable and short as 
he/she struggles daily to earn a living and may succumb to criminal activities in a bid to 
meet his/her needs. This is unfortunately the case with many people in present day 
Nigeria where a lack of economic opportunities, has led some of her citizens to commit 
certain crimes and more recently, acts of terrorism. One of the most pronounced nation- 
building problems in Nigeria is that of poor political leadership. The political leaders 
have been largely corrupt, inclined towards non-democratic practices and such capricious 
redistribution of the nation's wealth in manners that have promoted poverty among a 
small privileged class. This massive underinvestment in the social sector in Nigeria and 
the underdevelopment of potential human resources typified especially by the neglect of 
areas such as poverty alleviation and unemployment (which should have high priorities), 
  
32 
 
has resulted in socio-economic disasters in the form of increased armed robbery 
incidences, drug and human trafficking, child labor and abuse and terrorism rampant 
among members of the society who feel the burden of economic and social 
discrimination. 
Nigeria’s Economic Quagmire 
 Analyzing the lack of economic opportunities in Nigeria as a factor for terrorism 
would be incomplete without an understanding of Nigeria's economic situation. After 
independence, Nigeria's economy seemed very promising and many viewed it as one of 
the emerging economies to dominate the global economy in the nearest future but 
unfortunately, this potential never materialized. Prior to the discovery of crude oil in the 
late 1950's, Nigeria's economy was largely dependent on the export of agricultural 
produce such as cocoa, rubber, groundnut, cotton and oil palm but after the discovery of 
crude oil in 1956 in Oloibiri in present day Bayelsa state, Nigerian economy became 
dominated by the export of the monolithic product and a nation that once exported food, 
now imports food as a result of the abandonment of its agricultural sector which has seen 
a large number of rural dwellers migrate to urban centers and the ever increasing 
population of her citizens. Nigeria is ranked as the sixth largest exporter of crude oil in 
the world with her proven crude oil reserves estimated at about 35 million barrels and her 
natural gas reserves are well over a hundred trillion.  
 Crude oil exportation has been estimated to account for more than 80 per cent 
gross domestic product, 95 per cent foreign exchange earnings and 65 per cent of the 
Federal Government revenue. In spite of Nigeria's oil wealth and her vast wealth of 
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natural resources, an estimated 70 per cent of its population live below the poverty line 
(CIA World Fact Book, 2009) and a report compiled by the United Nations Development 
Programme on Human Poverty Index ranks Nigeria as the twenty-sixth poorest nation in 
the world (The Guardian, July 26, 2002). Nigeria also scored low in the United Nations 
Human Development index of 2009, with an HDI of 0.453 (UNDP.org). Presently, it is 
estimated that two thirds of the 120 million people in Nigeria are said to be poor with a 
life expectancy of 46.74 (CIA World Fact Book 2009), a very unfortunate and deplorable 
situation when considering the fact that the nation has realized over $350 billion in oil 
and gas revenue between 1965 and 2000 (Sala-I-martin and Subramanian, 
2003) but then, the world bank has estimated that due to corruption, 80 percent of the 
nation's energy revenue benefits only one per cent of the population. It is estimated that 
majority of Nigerians live in abject poverty living on less than $1 per day (UNODC, 
2010). This state of the Nigerian economy largely due to corruption and mismanagement 
over the past decades has significantly influenced the evolution and perception of poverty 
in the country. 
Poverty and the Development of Terrorism in Nigeria  
 The Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary depicts poverty as the 
condition or quality of being poor, in need, indigence and lack means of substance. It is 
also deficiency in necessary properties or desirable qualities or in a specific quality e.t.c. 
The Journal of Poverty also noted that poverty means more than being impoverished and 
more than lacking financial means. It is an overall condition of inadequacy, lacking and 
scarcity, destitution and deficiency of economic, political and social resources. Therefore, 
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people are in poverty if their income and resources (material, cultural and social) are so 
inadequate as to preclude them from having a standard of living which is regarded as 
acceptable by their society generally. The World Bank's poverty task force has identified 
the causes of poverty (in Nigeria) to include: inadequate access to employment 
opportunities, inadequate physical assets such as land, capital and minimal access by the 
poor to credit even on a small scale, inadequate access to the means of supporting rural 
development in poor regions, low endowment of human capital, destruction of natural 
resources leading to environment degradation and reduced productivity, inadequate 
access to assistance for those living at the margin and those victimized by transitory 
poverty, all largely to corruption and mismanagement of resources. 
 Given the above explanations, it is appropriate to note that poverty assumes not 
just economical dimensions but also political and social dimensions. The social 
dimensions of poverty include the lack of educational opportunity and lack of access to 
health care while the political dimensions to poverty exist where civil rights are denied 
and political power rests in the hand of a few people. Economic dimensions of poverty is 
broader than lack of finance, it includes a lack of employment opportunities and uneven 
distribution of resources (Journalofpoverty.org). It should also be noted that 
discrimination, race and poverty are closely related, they affect people's ability to secure 
employment and earn a living. Entrenched tribal prejudices and nepotism sometimes 
determine a person's chance to secure employment in Nigeria. The defacto "state of 
origin" pre-requisite for securing employment in the state and local government areas in 
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Nigeria is a case of point. Often, those who relocate to other states are considered as non-
indigenes.  
 Consequently, those in places of authority hire their own people and as a result, 
fewer or no opportunities are presented to the masses. As a result of Nigeria's wide 
spread underdevelopment and corruption, the poor are found both in rural and urban 
settings in Nigeria with different levels of poverty. A report compiled by the Nigerian 
Federal Office of Statistics stated that in 1980, 38 per cent, 36 per cent and 32 per cent of 
the people in the North-West, North-East and Central Nigeria lived below the poverty 
line. The southern part of the country was relatively less affected by poverty in 1980 as 
only about 13 percent of the people in the South-East, South-West and South-South lived 
below the poverty line. By 1985, however, poverty had become pervasive in all zones 
with the Northern zones still maintaining the disproportionate share. One of the 
consequences of poverty is that citizens are often disenfranchised and politically 
frustrated, the risk of social upheaval is increased by the high and growing inequality in 
many African countries especially Nigeria.  
 One of the earliest writers to establish a relationship between crime and 
environment was Tard in 1894. He believed that people learn crime through imitation or 
contact with criminals in the environment (Tard 1894). It is his view that unhealthy 
exposure to certain environment would induce criminality. This view can be advocated 
for with an example. In Lagos, Nigeria certain areas usually regarded as the slums of the 
city riddled with impoverished communities, are considered dangerous places because of 
the high crime rates these places are notorious for. There is usually the general perception 
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that these areas only breed thugs and criminals because of the criminal activities the areas 
are known for usually perpetuated by the youths of these communities who have no form 
of employment or have minimal formal education. 
 However, (Bonger, 1916 and Dahrendorf, 1976) argue that poverty as a social 
condition or existence play a vital role in crime. The poor are led to crime because of 
their relative deprivations and acute sense of want. As a result, the social environment of 
the poor rather than their physical environment leads them to crime. This observation is 
also very true considering the existing norm in Nigeria today where a person's worth in 
life and his contribution to society is solely measured by his wealth. This expectation 
may lead one to corrupt and criminal practices in order to ascend the social status ladder. 
A typical example of this is the prevalence of cyber-crime in Nigeria which will be later 
discussed. More importantly, there is the widespread view that poverty creates terrorism. 
The notion that poverty generates terrorism is consistent with the results of most of the 
existing literature on the economics of conflicts. In particular, the result of (Alesina et al 
1996) suggests that poor economic conditions increase the probability of political coups. 
(Collier and Hoeffer, 2004) show that economic variables are powerful predictions of 
civil war; suffice to say that poverty and adverse economic conditions may play an 
important role in explaining terrorism. This seems to be the case in Nigeria where the 
recent incidences of sectarian violence and various civil unrest, has been recently linked 
with poverty and socio-economic instability.  
 To buttress this view, several case studies will be discussed but before then, a 
working definition of terrorism is highly essential. The International community has 
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found it extremely difficult to assign a globally acceptable definition of terrorism. This is 
partly, due to its being politically and emotionally charged and partly because of its 
pejorative usage, as a common saying goes; one man's terrorist is another man's freedom 
fighter. The etymology of the word comes from the Latin word terrere meaning 'to 
frighten'. Although various legal systems and government agencies use different 
definition for the word, for the purpose of this paper it will be broadly defined as a 
political or ideological violence in an asymmetrical conflict that is designed to induce 
terror and psychic fear through the violent victimization and destruction of non-
combatant targets. In a more general sense, it is used to denote the systematic use of 
terror as a means of coercion. Nigeria; Africa's most populous nation and the World's 
eighth most populous nation with the largest concentration of black people, before now 
was relatively unknown in terrorism gatherings but recent developments in various 
regions of the multiethnic nation (over 250 ethnic groups) have raised fears as to whether 
Nigeria may be joining the league of nations with active terrorist groups. It is contested 
that the various acts of violence around the country especially sectarian/religious violence 
in the north and uprisings in the oil-rich Niger delta are politically motivated rather than 
socio-economically inclined but with each passing day it becomes apparent that 
irrespective of the motive all can somewhat be traced back to the lack of economic 
opportunities afflicting the populace. It has thus become necessary to establish a 
correlation between the lack of economic opportunities in Nigeria and the development of 
terrorism. 
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Northern Nigeria and its Never Ending Religious Violence 
 Understanding the crisis in northern Nigeria in the form of religious and sectarian 
violence requires an insight into the demography and economic situation of the region. 
Northern Nigeria comprises 3 of the 6 geopolitical zones in Nigeria (North-West, North-
East and North-Central) occupying 75.9% of the total land mass, 419 of 774 local 
government areas, making up 19 states of 36 and the federal capital territory, Abuja and 
supposedly home to 53% of Nigeria population. The mainstay of the northern Nigeria 
economy is agriculture; cultivation of groundnut, sorghum, millet and livestock farming 
with majority of the population being subsistence farmers. Northern Nigeria falls within 
the local biomes with relatively low rainfall and humidity thus the nature of the crops 
cultivated in the areas. Over the years, the threat of desertification and continuous decline 
in annual rainfall has forced the local population to migrate southward seeking means of 
livelihood. Majority of the population of northern Nigeria are Muslims hence are 
polygamists while culturally the average northerner is typically satisfied with having a 
source of feeding himself and then maybe his immediate family often leaving multitudes 
of mouths to cater for.  
 A stereotypic example is a peasant farmer with a number of wives and children 
that even his annual yield from the farm cannot support thus contributing to the pool of 
unemployed and destitute children in the region. Poverty in northern Nigeria is without 
any doubt more pronounced than in southern Nigeria, all these can be blamed on a 
barrage of economic reasons including lack of quality education and lack of 
industrialization due to relatively low amount of natural resources found in the region in 
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contrast to the highly rich southern region. Another factor adding to the ambient poverty 
existent in the north is desertification as mentioned earlier which has drastically reduced 
its agricultural productivity leading to the region's infectious dependence on federal 
allocation from the central government. Adding corruption in all levels of government to 
these above mentioned shortcomings and it explains the abysmal lack of economic 
opportunities obtainable in the region guaranteeing the population remains in abject 
poverty. It is also of worthy of note to mention that the Hausa-Fulani-Kanuri tribes of 
northern Nigeria which represent an enormous proportion of the northern people are 
culturally hostile which explains their aversion to western education and change (a 
situation obtainable even in the colonial era). An example found in the recurring clashes 
between the Hausa/Fulani content of Jos, Plateau State and the indigent tribal people of 
Jos over control of the state. 
 A case study is the Almajiri institution obtainable in northern Nigeria. Almajiri, a 
word derived from Arabic Almuhajireen meaning 'traveler or someone who leaves his 
home' is a term used to describe scores of young children born to very poor parents sent 
to Arabic tutors to obtain Arabic or koranic education at no cost and no means of 
livelihood. These children with no education and no vocational training are left with no 
food or reasonable means of livelihood are thus reduced to begging for alms and picking 
up scraps when on breaks from their tutors. As a popular saying goes, 'a hungry man is 
an angry man', This results in their willingness to do anything ranging from political 
thuggery, stealing, pilfering to joining radical groups in an attempt to survive and 
probably show loyalty to their benefactors. One should therefore not be astonished to find 
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these children at the forefront of the religious and sectarian violence analogous with the 
region as their lack of education ensures that the society is saturated with dysfunctional, 
uneducated, unemployed, unemployable and confused population of youths. They are 
thus easily manipulated under the guise of religious doctrines by their supposed tutors, an 
example typified in the Boko-Haram crisis of 2009. More so, over 15,000 people have 
been massacred in sectarian or religious violence and ethnic clashes in Nigeria from 1999 
- 2009. Below is a table of religious and sectarian violence recorded in northern Nigeria 
from 1980 - 2010;  
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Table: 7: Religious Conflicts in Nigeria from 1980 - 2010 
LOCATION DATE NATURE OF CONFLICT 
Kano, Kano States 18
th
 – 20th 
Dec 1980 
Islamic group (the Maitatsine group) attacked 
Christians and burnt churches, over 4000 Christians 
were killed with property worth millions of Naira lost. 
Maiduguri, Borno State 26
th
 - 29
th
  
Oct 1982 
Maitatsine riot, over 100 Christians lost their lives; 
properties belonging to Christians were also lost. 
Kaduna. Kaduna State 25
th
 – 30th 
Oct 1982 
Another Maitatsine riot, over 50 Christians were 
estimated to have died.  
Sabon Gari area 
municipality of Kano, 
Kano State 
30
th
 Oct 
1982 
Two churches burnt to ashes with six others damaged. 
Jimeta, Yola then 
Gongola State 
15
th
 Feb – 
2
nd
 March 
1984 
The Maitatsine group attacked Christians, over 500 
people were killed. 
Gombe, then in Bauchi 
States 
23
rd
 – 28th 
April, 1985 
Maitatsine uprising, more than 100 Christians lost their 
lives. 
Kafancha, Kaduna and 
Zaria in Kaduna State 
and Katsina, Katsina 
State 
6
th
 – 12th 
March 1987 
Muslim students attacked Christian students at the 
College of education in Kafancha and the Christians 
fought back. The fight later spread to other places 
listed. More than 150 churches were burnt and over 25 
Christians lost their lives. 
Kaduna Polytechnic, 
Kaduna State 
8
th
 March 
1988 
The government of Kaduna state destroyed a Christian 
chapel under construction and this subsequently led to 
a religious riot. 
ABU University of 
Zaria, Kaduna State 
1988 A final year student at the university was killed by 
Muslim students during the student union government 
elections. Some other Christians were stoned and 
maimed while female students were raped. 
Bauchi, Gombe, Bauchi 
State 
1988 Religious riots in Bauchi state secondary schools. 
Muslim students attacking Christian teachers and 
students. 
Bauchi, Bauchi state 20
th
 – 23rd 
April 1991 
Conflicts between Muslims and Christians, more than 
200 people lost their lives and 700 mosques and 
churches were burnt. 
Kano, Kano State 14
th
 – 16th 
Oct 1991 
The Reinhard Bonke riots – fighting between Muslims 
and Christians because of Muslim activist protesting 
the visit of a German evangelist Reinhard Bonke, was 
expected to be the guest preacher. 
Jos, Plateau state October 
1991 
A young man from a neighboring town was beaten to 
death during the primaries of the defunct Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) 
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Zangon Kataf Local 
government area, 
Kaduna State 
15
th
 – 16th 
April 1992 
Communal riots turned into religious riots between 
Christians and Muslims and it spread like wild fire 
throughout the states. Hundreds of people lost their 
lives and building were burnt. 
Kaduna and Zaria, 
Kaduna State 
18
th
 May 
1992 
Two prominent Reverends and other Christian 
dignitaries were murdered by Muslim fanatics. 
Kano, Kano State 1992 Many Christians were massacred and churches were 
destroyed. 
Jos, Plateau State 9
th
 Feb, 1992 A young Christian was beaten to death by Muslims as 
he was on his way home from an evening service. 
Jos, Plateau State 12
th
 April 
1994 
Conflicts between Muslims and Christians over the 
appointment of Aminu Mato as chairman of the 
caretaker committee for Jos Local Government Area. 
16 lives were lost and property destroyed. 
Borno State 1999 Religious riots broke out because the Borno state 
government decided not to allow the teaching of 
Christian Religious Knowledge in schools within the 
state. 
Kaduna, Kaduna State Feb & May 
2000 
Christians were attacked on more than one occasion as 
Muslim fanatics protested against the late introduction 
of Sharia law in the state 
Jos, Plateau State 7
th
 – 12th 
September 
2001 
Muslims attacked Christians immediately after the 
Muslim prayers on Friday. Christian business centers 
were looted, homes burnt and many killed because 
supposedly a young woman was said to have crossed a 
praying ground at the time of prayer. 
Jos, Plateau State 2
nd
 May 
2002 
Muslims attacked Christians. Properties were 
destroyed and lots of people lost their lives. 
Federal Government 
College, Zaria, Kaduna 
September 
2002 
Conflict between Muslim and Christians students 
when Muslim students discovered that a Christian was 
likely to win the coveted post of Students Union 
President during student elections. Many were killed 
and several female students were raped. 
Shendam, Langtang 
area of Plateau State 
2004 Muslim attacks on Christians; some killed inside the 
church in Yerwa over alleged cattle stealing. 
Jos, Plateau State November 
2008 
Riots supposedly caused by local government election 
results in Jos North. 
Jos, Plateau State 17
th
 January 
2010 
Unprovoked attacks on Christians by youths 
supposedly working on a building site. Many deaths 
and many properties destroyed. 
Kazaure 21 February 
2010 
Traffic incident, not involving Christians, deteriorated 
into an attack on Christian churches and properties. 
Plateau State 7
th
 March 
2010 
Massacre of inhabitants of 3 villages; almost 400 
people were killed; houses and livestock destroyed. 
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Jos, Plateau State 2010 Conflict between Fulani nomads and local 
communities in a retaliatory attack. Over 500 people 
were killed and most of them were women and 
children 
4 cities in Northern 
Nigeria 
2009 Boko Haram group sought to eradicate western 
education in northern Nigeria. It claimed 700 lives. 
Source: Nigerian Bureau of Statistics  
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The Niger-Delta Imbroglio 
 The Niger-delta is situated in the South-south geopolitical region of Nigeria 
including the oil-rich Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta and Rivers States. The 
region is one of the worlds’ ten most important wetland and coastal marine ecosystem 
and is home to some 31 million people (Amnesty.org, 2009). It is the location of massive 
oil deposits which have been explored for decades by the government of Nigeria and 
multinational companies. The Niger-delta crisis is a serious matter that has not only 
resulted in the destruction of properties and disruption of oil business in the area but has 
also resulted in the loss of lives, perpetuated through violent criminal acts carried out by 
different militia groups indigent to the area. The region is home to Nigeria's oil wealth 
yet it remains one of the most impoverished regions in the nation. It has been noted that 
the people lack basic infrastructure such as good roads, health care facilities, good 
schools and portable water. The recent sad images depicting poor quality of life in the 
creeks shown to the world by the media has shown that the oil wealth derived from the 
region is not being used to develop the area, little has been invested in the area to 
improve the people's living conditions as a result the area has descended into a state of 
extreme poverty.  
 The 2006 Niger-delta human development report compiled by the UNDP 
describes the region as suffering from administrative neglect, crumbling social 
infrastructure and services, high unemployment, social deprivation abject poverty, filth, 
squalor and endemic conflict. This poverty in contrast with the enormous wealth 
generated from oil explored in the area has become the world's starkest and most 
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disturbing examples of the 'resource curse' or 'paradox of plenty' which theorizes that 
countries and regions with abundance of natural resources especially point-source 
nonrenewable resources like minerals and fuels, tend to have less economic growth and 
worse development outcomes compared to countries with fewer resources. In the case of 
the Niger-delta, these problems are largely the consequences of corruption, greed and 
selfishness on the part of Nigerian leaders and even local community heads. It has been 
estimated that over 60% of the people in the region depend on the natural environment 
for their livelihood by fishing and farming but the extensive pollution occurring in the 
area via oil spills, waste dumping and gas flaring is drastically reducing the lands 
agricultural productivity and causing loss of biodiversity thus leaving more and more 
families without a source of livelihood.  
 This continued destruction of livelihood has inflicted abject poverty on the native 
people coupled with corruption that makes it impossible for even educated locals to get 
good jobs with the thriving oil companies has reduced the people to stealing and 
vandalization of oil installments in a bid to survive and voice their grievances. This 
incidence of oil theft or bunkering has been linked to the need for foreign exchange to 
purchase arms. Government reprisals against militancy and violence frequently involves 
excessive force and communities are subjected to violence and collective punishment, 
deepening anger and resentment which in the long run only escalates the crisis in the 
region. There has also been reported concern about the involvement of some 
unscrupulous politicians and their agents benefiting from the imbroglio and thus they 
sponsor some of these unemployed youths to carry out these acts of violence. 
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Cyber Terrorism in Nigeria 
 Cybercrime is hardly considered an act of terrorism partly because it doesn't incite 
violence nor is it perpetuated to create fear. It can however be classified as a 
psychological and socio-economic act of terrorism. Cybercrime as the name implies is a 
form crime involving over the internet fraud and related offences. In Nigeria, it is a crime 
committed by supposedly the educated, frustrated and unemployed content of the 
population, thus, it is more common in the southern regions of the country where cyber 
cafes have sprung up all around cities. Unlike, Northern Nigeria, where lack of education, 
corruption and cultural extremes are the precursors to violence, cyber-crime or cyber 
terrorism for the purpose of this paper is carried out by university graduates and other 
elements who have found it impossible to obtain a decent living due to the economic 
hardship present in the country, a fully deplorable state caused majorly by corruption. 
 The Nigerian government has intensified efforts to curb cyber-crime in the 
country by way of establishing agencies such as the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC). It has been argued that the move was in reaction to the image it 
brought the nation and rather than address its roots (employment and corruption), the 
government was wasting resources trying to clamp down on the millions involved. It has 
been shown that the government's move has equally forced offenders to be more clinical 
and sophisticated in their dealings. Needless to say that cyber-crime popularly known as 
"yahoo yahoo" among Nigerians is an off shoot of Advance Fee Fraud which became 
popular in the 1990's. While acknowledging the efforts of the government to rid itself of 
the bad global image brought upon it by cyber terrorism, it is somewhat paradoxical that 
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instead of using state resources to tackle the genesis of the problem, the government is 
willing to spend millions of naira on trying to nab cyber-crime offenders in a country 
where electronic evidence is almost totally inadmissible judicially, thus, making 
prosecution of offenders monotonous and often impossible.  
The reverse feedback of this is that officials of the agencies get hood winked into 
corruption because offenders offer useful bribe traceable to their supposed offence and 
the officials simply accept in a bid to avoid the lengthy and inconclusive prosecution 
process. This chapter has highlighted the correlation between the lack of economic 
opportunities and the development of terrorism in Nigeria. From the south to the east and 
to the north, violence have been incited primarily because the economics of these regions 
were sub-par allowing for seething malcontent among the populace which invariably 
gave birth in succession to firstly: terrorist acts which were originally a response to the 
ineptitude of the government in terms of economic development of the country and 
secondly: terrorist organizations that are exploiting the economic disenfranchisement that 
is prevalent in the country. 
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CHAPTER 5 
POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF TERRORISM IN 
NIGERIA 
Nigeria currently has over 20 registered political parties with about three or four 
being larger and major political parties. This multi-party system, a deviation from the 
typical African setting of one or two political party was supposed to eradicate and address 
the issues of regional and ethnic differences troubling the nation’s re-emerging 
democracy. However, it has not been able to achieve this aim of national unity, because 
most of the so-called parties are either unknown completely outside their domains (often 
the regions of its founding fathers) or too small to make any meaningful difference. At 
independence, the departing colonial authority hoped that the development of politics in 
Nigeria would forestall any sectional domination but it underestimated the effects of a 
regionalized party system in a country where political power depended upon population 
and with the Northern region having the most citizens, it has the disproportionate share of 
political power in the country, a major reason for the country’s political instability. 
Political violence is not new to Nigerian politics following the series of coups plotted and 
a brutal civil war, the Nigerian political scene has however remained attractive due to its 
perceived passiveness to political thuggery, electoral fraud, corruption and looting 
involved. This paper aims to analyze the Nigerian political scenario with the spate of 
violence and terrorism acts ranging from electoral violence to politically-motivated 
uprisings being recorded around the country. 
  
49 
 
Politics can be described as the activities associated with the governance of a 
country or other area, especially the debate or conflicts among individuals or parties 
having or hoping to achieve power. (oxforddictionaries.com). The scrambling for Africa 
during the colonial period by the European super powers birthed nations which became 
fragile socially and politically as a result of the different ethnic groups they are composed 
of. This misguided or selfish amalgamation of different ethnicities into whole nations 
marked the beginning of political turbulence in the affairs of these nations which will 
later bring about conflicts and civil wars. This was the case in Rwanda where the conflict 
between the Hutu and the Tutsi, the two major ethnic groups in the region resulted in the 
death of millions. Unfortunately, Nigeria is not exempted from this fate. Nigeria, the 
most populous nation in Africa, with an estimated 150 million people, it has faced 
intermittent political turmoil and economic crisis since gaining independence in October 
1960. Nigerian political life has been scarred by conflict along both ethnic and 
geographic lines and misrule has undermined the authority and legitimacy of the state 
apparatus. The Nigerian political setting can be broadly categorized as being a federal 
presidential representative democratic republic example of the Westminster model of 
parliamentary democracy. 
After Independence, the government was nothing more than an alliance between 
tribally based parties in the East and the North on the one hand, and a tribally based 
opposition party in the West, on the other. Later this 'marriage of convenience gave way 
to an alliance between the North and a doubtfully valid government in the West against 
the East. The major weakness in both situations was the degree of alienation involved, 
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since large sections of the country were virtually excluded from participation in the 
process of government especially the minority groups like those from the oil-producing 
regions which are responsible for the nation's wealth. This alienation was the cause of the 
first civil war in the history of Nigeria between the Ibo people in the East under the 
leadership of Lt. Col Odumegwu Chukwuemeka Ojukwu and an alliance of the North and 
West under the leadership of the then Military Head of State, Lt Col. Yakubu Gowon, in 
which both sides recorded massive casualties (Falola, 1999). The abuse of the Federal 
constitution to aid and abet sectionalism and political neglect of other areas is very 
rampant in Nigeria but most importantly, is the corruption which has crippled the system 
till date and has promoted not only poverty but also human right abuses. 
Political History and Colonial Legacy  
It would be too costly to analyze Nigeria's political situation without having 
firsthand information on the geographical polities that made up or occupied the present 
day Nigeria before the advent of British colonialists and the hotly debated amalgamation 
of the country in 1914. According to the Nigeria Daily News (Political overview: March 
14, 2009), before the colonial period, the area that makes up modern Nigeria had an 
eventful history. More than 2,000 years ago, the Nok culture in the present Plateau state 
worked iron and produced sophisticated terra cotta sculptures. Linguistic evidence also 
shows that the Nigeria-Cameroon border area is the most likely origin of the Bantu 
groups of languages that now pervades most of sub-Saharan Africa. In the centuries that 
followed, the area that is now Nigeria gave birth to a number of advanced and influential 
societies including Hausa city states and kingdoms of Katsina, Kano, Zaria and Gobir in 
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the northern region, Yoruba city-states and the kingdoms of Ife, Oyo and Ijebu in 
southwestern Nigeria, the southern kingdom of Benin and the Igbo communities of the 
east. In the northern cities of Kano and Katsina, recorded history dates back to 
approximately 1000 C.E. In the centuries that followed, these Hausa kingdoms and the 
Bornu Empire near Lake Chad prospered as important terminals of trans-Saharan caravan 
routes. 
In 1500 C.E., African peoples were a minority of the world's slave population. 
However, by the end of the 17th century they had become the majority. In the 17th 
through 19th centuries, the region was drawn into the web of the rapidly growing slave 
trade and other forms of trade with the European world. As many as 12 million of the 18 
million slaves taken from Africa during this period hailed from the western part of the 
continent. The kingdoms and city-states of Nigeria were among the hardest hit. When the 
slave trade was abolished in the 19th century, trade in agriculture between Africa and 
Europe grew. However, the patrimonial relationships that grew during the slave trade 
remained in place. As a result, many of the societies that came to dominate further 
entrenched their positions. In the western region dominated by the Yoruba, a community 
was made up of various families. The village or community was governed by a king (an 
'Oba') and his Chiefs or ‘Ijoye’ who together deliberate over issues affecting the whole 
community often in consultation with a spiritual head. The Yoruba kingdom of Oyo 
occupying present day south-west Nigeria was founded around 1400 C.E. At its height 
between the 17th and 19th centuries, it attained a high level of political organization and 
extended as far as modern Togo (Thatcher, 1978). 
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In the south-central part of present-day Nigeria, as early as the 15th and 16th 
centuries, the kingdom of Benin had developed an efficient army, an elaborate 
ceremonial court, and artisans whose works in ivory, wood, bronze and brass are prized 
throughout the world today. The system of government in the ancient Benin Empire was 
identical to that of the Yoruba due to their social and cultural interaction with the latter 
with the Oba being the supreme ruler with his Chiefs in the eastern region largely 
dominated by the Igbos and allied tribes. Although the ancestry and origin of the Igbos 
has been highly debated, the system of government was closer to what is obtainable in 
modern day democracy. The community was composed of various clans, with each clan 
made up of family units either living within the same compound or otherwise. The 
community was governed by a Committee of elders composed of the heads of the various 
clans (often the oldest male member of the clan) who made decisions and passed 
judgments. 
To the north of the Niger or present day northern Nigeria was the ancient Kanem-
Bornu Empire, other Hausa/Fulani empires and other minority tribes here and there. The 
system of government was somewhat similar to that obtainable in the old Yoruba 
kingdom headed by a king called 'Emir'. In the early 19th century, the Fulani leader, 
Usman dan Fodio, launched an Islamic crusade that brought most of the Hausa states and 
other areas in the north under the loose control of an empire centered in Sokoto 
(Thatcher, 1978; Nigeria Daily News: Political Overview, March 14, 2005). Following 
the Napoleonic Wars, the British expanded their trade with the Nigerian interior. In 1885, 
British claims to a sphere of influence in that area received international recognition, and, 
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in the following year, the Royal Niger Company was chartered. In 1900, the company's 
territory came under the control of the British government, which moved to consolidate 
its hold over the area of modern Nigeria. In 1914, the area was formally united as the 
Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria (US Department of State, 2010). Administratively, 
Nigeria remained divided into the northern and southern provinces, as well as Lagos 
colony. Western education and the development of a modern economy proceeded more 
rapidly in the south than in the north, with consequences felt in Nigeria's political life 
ever since. 
Historically, Great Britain, the colonial power pursued two different policies. The 
nature of the colonial experience was such that, far from narrowing the differences 
between the peoples who underwent it, in some respects, it actually widened and 
deepened these differences. While the "indirect rule" was for a short while practiced in 
the South and had to be abandoned in the end, it remained the main form of colonial 
administration in the North. Through it, Britain was able to perpetuate cultural 
separateness by incorporating traditional political institutions into the colonial system. In 
the process, separatist tendencies were encouraged. Moreover, since "indirect rule" 
deliberately preserved the Moslem culture and impeded Christian missionary influence 
and modern education, it became a barrier to modernization in the North. A useful 
example of this situation is the 'sabon-gari' society which ensured non-indigenes were not 
allowed to settle amongst indigenes in northern Nigeria, a situation still very much 
prevalent in some areas in northern Nigeria till date. The South on the other hand which 
comprise the Yoruba of the West, the Ibo of the East, and other smaller peoples, was an 
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area in which colonial rule involved a fairly strong westernizing influence, Christian 
missionary effort, and an education fashioned on the English model. 
Successive colonial constitutions devised for Nigeria entrenched political power 
on regional lines. From 1951 to 1958, Britain ensured that half of the seats in the Federal 
Parliament were allocated to the North. But, in the final independence constitution, this 
balance of control between South and North was rocked. The House of Representatives, 
as it was laid down, would be elected on the basis of population figures. And since the 
North had over half of Nigeria's population, and three times the land territory of the other 
two regions combined, it was thus guaranteed cast-iron political domination of the 
country. From the point of view of some Nigerians, particularly those in the South, it was 
as if the British deliberately did things this way to ensure that only Northerners would 
continue to rule Nigeria after their departure. Britain has holistically been criticized for 
failing to break up northern Nigeria into several regions, or, rather states as is the case 
these days. All the colonial administrations are in fact adjudged to have actively 
encouraged the Northern Peoples' Congress (NPC) a purely northern political party to 
resist the creation of new regions in the North. The main reason for this is speculated to 
have been as a result of the British feeling that they had a lot in common with the Hausa 
Fulani aristocracy than with the restless and pushful nationalists in the South; because of 
this, they concluded that their interests in Nigeria would be better protected and fully 
guarded by the northerners, long after their departure from the country. 
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Political Development and Violence in Post-Independence Nigeria 
Currently, Nigeria is a federal republic composed of 36 states and a Federal 
Capital Territory; its political structure is similar to that of the United States. The country 
has a bicameral legislature with a 109-member Senate and a 360-member House of 
Representatives. Its president, legislators, and governors are elected on four year terms 
(Library of Congress, 2008) Nigeria was granted full independence in October 1960, as a 
federation of three regions (Northern, Western and Eastern) under a constitution that 
provided for a parliamentary form of government. Under the constitution, each of the 
three regions retained a substantial measure of self-government. The federal government 
was given exclusive powers in defense and security, foreign relations, and commercial 
and fiscal policies. In October 1963, Nigeria altered its relationship with the United 
Kingdom by proclaiming itself a federal republic and promulgating a new constitution. A 
fourth region (the Midwest) was established that year. It didn’t take long for political 
violence to surface in post-independence Nigeria as It has had to battle with recurrent 
political instability stemming from the hegemonious control of the nation’s polity by the 
three apparently larger ethnic groups; Hausa, Yoruba and Igbo, leaving out the numerous 
minority tribes (over  200) out often leading to one form of violence or another. Nigeria 
was ruled by the military for approximately 28 of its 47 years after independence, and 
much of its political history has been dominated by a contest for power between north 
and the south. Northern military leaders dominated Nigerian politics until 1999, when the 
country made the transition to democracy. Today, the Hausa remain dominant in the 
military and the federal government, but have lost significant power in many state 
  
56 
 
governments. Tension between the north and the south over perceived inequalities in 
economic and educational development has the potential to lead to widespread political 
instability (Lauren, 2009). 
Population and Tribal Politics in Nigeria 
One major issue that affects the Nigerian political scene is population figures, 
because population figures play a vital role in the constitution of the Nigerian 
government and allocation of public funds. The population data available indicates the 
North has more inhabitants than the South (about 53% of Nigeria population), a statistic 
which has never augured well with the South. This is understandable because it means 
the North will represent a majority of the government machinery in conformity with the 
prototype left behind by the British colonialists. Population data in Nigeria have been a 
source of rancor as it is claimed that since each region’s quota in government is dictated 
by its population, then there will be a prerogative by each region to manipulate its 
figures. Population determined the allocation of parliamentary seats on which the power 
of every region was based. Because population figures were also used in allocating 
revenue to the regions and in determining the viability of any proposed new region, the 
1962 census was approached by all regions as a key contest for control of the federation. 
This contest led to various illegalities: inflated figures, electoral violence, and 
falsification of results, manipulation of population figures, and the like. Although the 
chief census officer found evidence of more inflated figures in the southern regions, the 
northern region retained its numerical superiority. As could be expected, southern leaders 
rejected the results, leading to a cancellation of the census and to the holding of a fresh 
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census in 1963. This population count was finally accepted after a protracted legal battle 
by the NCNC and gave the Northern Region a population of 29,758,975 out of the total 
of 55,620,268. These figures eliminated whatever hope the southerners had of ruling the 
federation. Politics in Nigeria is practiced tribally and not nationally, a situation in 
practice even before independence (Metz, 1991). 
A log of the parties that contested elections in the first republic (Oct 1, 1960 to 
Jan 15,1966) will shed more light; NPC (Northern People’s Congress) which controlled 
the North, AG (Action Group) which controlled the West and NCNC (National Congress 
of Nigeria and Cameroons) which controlled the East. In the general election of 1959 to 
determine which parties would rule in the immediate postcolonial period, the major ones 
won a majority of seats in their regions, but none emerged powerful enough to constitute 
a national government. A coalition government was formed by the (NPC) and (NCNC), 
the former having been greatly favored by the departing colonial authority. The coalition 
provided a measure of north-south consensus that would not have been the case if the 
(NCNC) and (AG) had formed a coalition. Nnamdi Azikwe (NCNC) became the 
governor general (and president after the country became a republic in 1963), Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa (NPC) was named prime minister, and Obafemi Awolowo (AG) had to 
settle for leader of the opposition. The regional premiers were Ahmadu Bello (Northern 
Region, NPC), Samuel Akintola (Western Region, AG), Michael Okpara (Eastern 
Region, NCNC), and Dennis Osadebey (Midwestern Region, NCNC). Soon after the 
elections, it became clear that the government was operating along ethnic lines and this 
policy option did not augur well with most of the power brokers in the country and as a 
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result of lack of unity, the First republic came crashing down giving birth to the dawn of 
military incursion in Nigerian politics. Here are some other events that also contributed to 
the collapse of the First Republic.  
In 1962, after a split in the leadership of the (AG) that led to a crisis in the 
Western Region, a state of emergency was declared in the region and the federal 
government invoked its emergency powers to administer the region directly. These 
actions resulted in removing the AG from regional power. Awolowo, its leader, along 
with other (AG) leaders, was convicted of treasonable felony. Awolowo's former deputy 
and premier of the Western Region formed a new party; the Nigerian National 
Democratic Party (NNDP), that took over the government. The federal coalition 
government also supported agitation of minority groups for a separate state to be excised 
from the Western Region. In 1963 the Midwestern Region was created. 
By the time of the 1964 general elections, the first to be conducted solely by 
Nigerians, the country's politics had become polarized into a competition between two 
opposing alliances. One was the Nigerian National Alliance made up of the (NPC) and 
(NNDC); the other was the United Progressive Grand Alliance (UPGA) composed of the 
NCNC, the AG, and their allies. Each of the regional parties openly intimidated its 
opponents in the campaigns. When it became clear that the neutrality of the Federal 
Electoral Commission could not be guaranteed, calls were made for the army to supervise 
the elections. The (UPGA) resolved to boycott the elections. When elections were finally 
held under conditions that were not free and were unfair to opponents of the regional 
parties, the (NCNC) was returned to power in the east and Midwest, while the (NPC) 
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kept control of the north and was also in a position to form a federal government on its 
own. The Western Region became the "theater of war" between the (NNDP) (and the 
NPC) and the (AG- UPGA). The rescheduled regional elections late in 1965 were violent. 
The federal government refused to declare a state of emergency and the military seized 
power on January 15, 1966. The First Republic had collapsed. Although the first coup of 
January 1966 is regarded as unsuccessful, it was later to pave way for a counter coup 
carried out by Northern Military officers who feared Eastern domination following the 
emergence of Major-General Aguiyi Ironsi as Military Head of State and his subsequent 
indiscretion in appointing Igbos into highly placed positions amongst others. This counter 
coup ushered in the reign of Lt Col. Yakubu Gowon as Military Head of State, a situation 
the North felt comfortable with and ultimately culminated in the Nigeria civil war (Biafra 
War) which is reputed to have claimed millions of lives (Metz, 1991). 
Political Violence in the Niger-Delta 
Other aspects of political violence facing Nigeria has been the agitation by 
Minority groups for creation of more States and resource derivation, each region of the 
country wanted more control of the resources acquired from its domain. Bearing this in 
mind, the Niger-delta region once again comes to mind, following the discovery, 
exploration and sale of crude oil as a source of national revenue. The Niger-delta people 
challenged the hegemony of the three larger ethnic groups, arguing that the federal 
system robs them of access to the mineral and oil wealth in their own lands. As a result, 
the increase of regional powers led to secessionist movements by minority groups who 
felt they would be excluded from the benefits of membership (Douglas et al, 2004). The 
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four political regions of the country each asserted a greater claim to the oil revenues. In 
November 1969 the Nigerian government signed the Petroleum Decree nullifying all 
concessions and granting itself rights to exploration. As part of this decree the Nigerian 
government has rights to all petroleum "in, under, or upon any lands of the country; all 
petroleum under the territorial waters of Nigeria; all land forming part of the continental 
shelf of the country” (Nigeria Daily News: Ethnicity and Oil, March 15, 2009).  
In 1971 the government set up the Nigerian National Oil Corporation to produce 
and market the oil. Once again, the lion's share of exploration rights was sold to Shell-
BP. In 1975 the derivation percentage was reduced to 20 percent, the derivation was 
further lowered in the early 1990s to three percent. Although it has since been raised to 
13 percent, the peoples of the Delta region do not see this as adequate compensation and 
thus continued to attack oil firms and their installments, a crisis which had claimed 
thousands of lives. Even more dangerous than the intra-ethnic and direct attacks on 
government, however, is that the residents of the Niger Delta region have launched 
continual pipeline attacks. In December 1998, 700 people were killed in a pipeline blast. 
On July 25, 2000, another 200 were killed in a similar blast. On July 10, 2000, six 
villages were covered in oil and set ablaze from a pipe blast, burning an estimated 300 
people alive. Some of the blasts are impromptu attempts by bandits to both disrupt the oil 
supply and to open up the pipeline to oil theft. Tensions in the Niger-Delta region 
continue to worsen. Decades of neglect by previous governments and dislocations caused 
by energy projects have aggravated socio-economic unrest. Violent inter-ethnic strife, 
sabotage of pipelines/installations, and kidnapping of Nigerian and expatriate oil workers 
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are on the rise. In 1999 during communal fighting in Warri, over 400 people lost their 
lives (Nigeria Daily News: Political Violence, April 22, 2005). The terror bouts 
obtainable in the Niger-delta can be attributed to the facts that; new units of government, 
including those that govern the oil derivation monies, fail to include Delta leadership and 
despite the great oil wealth, poverty in the Delta region is more widespread than 
anywhere else in the country. All these aforementioned grievances add weight to the 
accusations that the crisis in the Niger-delta are being masterminded by the regions’ 
political leaders who have been in one way or the other financing the fracas and terror in 
a bid to force government into yielding to their demands for resource control. 
Electoral Irregularities and Political Violence in Nigeria 
Finally, the numerous politically motivated violence can be laid at the feet of the 
electoral corruption abound in the country. The fruits of democracy are yet to be enjoyed 
in Nigeria owing to the widespread electoral corruption. Electoral corruption includes 
purchase of votes with money, promises of office or special favors, coercion and 
intimidation (often violently), and interference with freedom of election. Politicians in 
Nigeria go to any length to acquire public offices including; employing jobless youths 
and local police to disrupt electoral processes, assassination of opponents, stealing of 
ballot boxes and falsification of votes (amnesty.org). Many politicians have taken 
advantage of rampant poverty and unemployment to recruit young men, who intimidate 
and even kill their opponents or opponents' supporters. For example, in Kwara state, 
supporters of the governor and the leading gubernatorial candidate have been in conflict, 
leading to the killing of a state party chairman in August 2002 and the bombing of a 
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newspaper office in November 2002. Some of the worst violence took place during the 
primaries of the ruling People's Democratic Party (PDP), particularly in the oil-producing 
state of Bayelsa, in the south. Politically-motivated killings and other attacks have 
occurred in many other areas, including the southeast and the southwest. In central and 
northern states, some politicians have used religion and ethnicity to galvanize political 
support or opposition, stirring up sentiments that could spark further communal violence 
in Nigeria, as evidenced by the so-called Miss World riots in Kaduna in November 2002 
(Ali and Ali, 2003). Other typical examples include; the recent assassination of Ogun 
State gubernatorial candidate Mr. Dipo Dina, stealing of a Ballot box by a sitting 
legislator who was almost maimed by an aggrieved populace amongst others.  
The Nigerian judiciary is often crippled in carrying out its constitutional functions 
because of its dependence on the executive arm for finances and appointment of officers 
ensuring that only judges and attorneys favored by the ruling class get nominated for top 
jobs in the country. This sees to it that electoral cases are often prolonged beyond 
proportion or in most cases not given fair hearing in the courts and tribunals. The result 
of all this is the creation of a highly frustrated and criminally motivated society willing to 
resort to the most crude and violent means of seeking redress. As a result to date it is not 
strange to find political parties strong in one region and with almost no followership in 
another region, the only exception being the current ruling party PDP which wasn’t 
formed until around 1999 when the country returned to democracy. It is often argued that 
the Nigerian political scene has been controlled hegemoniously by a highly recycled 
minority, who have either been around since independence or joined the political scene as 
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offsets of a political bigwig; a situation almost synonymous with African politics. 
Political assassinations have been very common in the Nigerian political scene and below 
are a list of some recorded deaths of notable Nigerians whose deaths have been regarded 
as unnatural but very much tied to the violent nature of politics within the country. 
(Igbafe et al, 2007); 
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Table 8: Political Assassinations in Nigeria from 1986 – 2005 
NAMES DATE LOCATION MODE 
Dele Giwa October 19, 1986 Lagos Parcel bomb 
Babatunde Elegbede May 5, 1994 Lagos Shot 
Lekan Owolabi March 1995 Lagos Shot 
Captain Tunde Ashafa June 11, 1995 Lagos  Shot 
Alfred Rewane October 6, 1995 Lagos Shot 
David Izegwere December 1995 Lagos Shot 
Kayoed Awosanya January 1996 Lagos Shot 
Tajudeen Abiola (Mrs.) February 9, 1996 Lagos  Shot 
Alhaji Sama Kano April 8, 1996 Lagos Shot 
Admiral Olu Omotehinwa May 22, 1996 Lagos Shot 
Irene Obodo (Mrs.) June 1996 Lagos Shot 
Alhaja Kudirat Abiola June 4, 1996 Lagos  Shot 
Chief Adejola Balogun June 15, 1996 Lagos  Shot 
Esther A. Tejuoso (Mrs.) September 19, 1996 Lagos Shot 
Alhaja Suliat Adedeji November 14, 1996 Ibadan  Shot 
Toyin Onogoruwa December 1996 Lagos Shot 
Engr. Adesoji A. Dina September 1998 Lagos Shot 
Kola Tokunbo January 31, 1999 Lagos Shot 
Patrick Okoye January 31, 1999 Lagos  Shot 
Sunday Ugwu September 9, 1999 Enugu Shot 
Igwe Francis Nwankwo February 15, 2000 Anambra Shot 
Nicholas Okhuakhua June 2000 Lagos Shot 
Mohammed Shuaibu September 2000 Lagos  Shot 
Obatou Mumbo October 17, 2000 Onitsha Shot 
Idowu Braimoh November 5, 2000 Ondo Shot 
Joseph Osanyande December 4, 2000 Benin Shot 
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Chief Layi Balogun December 10, 2000 Lagos Shot 
Monday Ndor August 19, 2001 Port Harcourt Shot 
Onyebuchi Ede August 23, 2001 Ebonyi Shot 
Chibueze Idah August 23, 2001 Ebonyi Shot 
Ogbonna Odimbaiwe August 23, 2001 Ebonyi Shot 
Ifeanyi Nnaji August 23, 2001 Ebonyi Shot 
Odunayo Olagbaju December 20, 2001 Ife Shot 
Chief Bola Ige December 23, 2001 Ibadan Shot 
S. A. Awoniyi January 7, 2002 Abuja Stabbed 
Eyo Eyo April 2002 Calabar Shot 
Ifeanyi Igbokwe April 18, 2002 Lagos Shot 
Musa Dayo May 9, 2002 Bauchi Shot 
Christopher Ogbonna May 26, 2002 Nsukka Shot 
Maria-Theresa Nsa June 11, 2002 Cross River Shot 
Chief & Mrs. Barnabas Igwe September 1, 2002 Onitsha Shot  
Ogbonnaya Uche February 8, 2003 Owerri Shot  
E. Emenike February 13, 2003 Imo Shot  
Theodore Agwatu February 22, 2003 Owerri Shot  
Emily Omope March 3, 2003 Ibadan Shot  
Marshal Harry March 5, 2003 Abuja Shot 
Bala Mai-Haice March 17, 2003 Yamal tu Deba Shot 
Ajibola Olanipekun June 21, 2003 Ibadan Shot  
Aminosoari Dikibo February 6, 2004 Delta Shot  
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Lateef Olaniyan July 16, 2005 Ibadan Shot  
Peter Eboigbe August 11, 2005 Benin  Shot 
Source: Adapted from Igbinovia, P.E (2003); the Criminal in All of Us: Whose Ox Have 
We Not Taken, University of Benin Inaugural Lecture Series 71, p 143 
 
Table 9: Political Parties in Nigeria during the First Republic 1960 - 1966 
Action Group AG 
Borno Youth Movement BYM 
Democratic Party of Nigeria and Cameroon DPNC 
Dynamic Party DP 
Igala Union IU 
Igbira Tribal Union ITU 
Kano People’s Party KPP 
Lagos State United Front LSUF 
Mabolaje Grand Alliance MGA 
Midwest Democratic Front MDF 
National Council of Nigeria and the Cameroon NCNC 
Niger Delta Congress NDC 
Nigeria National Democratic Party NNDP 
Northern Elements Progressive Union NEPU 
Northern People’s Congress NPC 
Northern Progressive Front NPF 
Republican Party RP 
Source: Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics 
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Table 10: Political Parties in Nigeria during the Second Republic 1979 -1983 
Greater Nigeria People’s Party GNPP 
National Party of Nigeria NPN 
Nigeria Advance Party NAP 
Nigeria People’s Party NPP 
People’s Redemption Party PRP 
Union Party of Nigeria UPN 
Movement of the People Party MPP 
Source: Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics 
The abortive third republic only had two parties which are:  
Social Democratic Party (SDP) and National Republican Convention (NRC) 
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Table 11: Political Parties in Nigeria during the Fourth Republic 1999 – Present 
Action Congress  AC 
Advanced Congress of Democrats ACD 
African Democratic Congress ADC 
Alliance for Democracy AD 
All Nigeria People’s Party ANPP 
All People’s Party APP 
All Progressive Grand Alliance APGA 
Democratic Alternative DA 
Democratic People’s Party DPP 
National Democratic Party NDP 
New Democrats ND 
People’s Democratic Party PDP 
People’s Redemption Party PRP 
People’s Salvation Party PSP 
United Nigeria People’s Party UNPP 
Fresh Democratic Party FDP 
Communist Party of Nigeria CPN 
Progressive People’s Alliance PPA 
People Progressive Party PPP 
Mass Movement of Nigeria MMN 
National Conscience Party NCP 
Democratic Socialist Movement DSM 
African Renaissance Party ARP 
Source: Nigerian National Bureau of Statistics 
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CHAPTER 6 
TERRORISM WITHIN THE NIGERIAN CONTEXT 
Social Marginalization and Terrorism 
Perhaps, Nigeria might not cross our daily radar in the northern hemisphere as a 
place where terrorism might be festering; all one need to do, is to talk to the families of 
those expatriates that are being kidnapped and perhaps killed on the oil rich area of the 
Niger-Delta in Nigeria or the constant threat of religious violence and politicization of 
Islam in the Northern part of Nigeria and the profusion of Cyber terrorism that dominates 
the Western part of the country as a result of lack of economic opportunities. As opposed 
to the general belief, terrorism does not limit itself to the Middle East and the people(s) of 
Arab descent. In most cases, terrorism, especially in a post 9/11 world can be found in 
most third world countries. For instance in Nigeria, in response to international pressure, 
the Nigerian parliament passed an Anti-Terrorism bill of which the reaction within the 
country itself has being mixed. For some within the country believe that the bill is 
directly aimed at the militants in the Niger-Delta area and not the issue of terrorism in 
general within the country. An outsider might wonder why there is such a mixed reaction 
to a terrorism bill in post 9/11 world but one has to take into consideration, the dynamics 
within Nigeria itself. Nigeria is supposedly the most populous black nation on the planet 
and as a result the diversity within the country is very vast. The peoples and cultures vary 
depending on what part of the country one happened to be in. For instance, the Western 
part of the country is dominated by the Yoruba ethnic group, while the Eastern part is 
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predominantly Igbo speaking and the Northern part is Hausa for the most part as stated in 
the earlier chapters of this thesis. 
These are the major ethnic groups that dominate the country in terms of the 
social-economic and political developments. However, there are also smaller groups like 
the Fulanis, the Ijaws, the Itsekiris, and the Ogbonis to mention just a few. These smaller 
groups however are clustered around the Niger-Delta area and as a result they view or 
perceive the terrorism bill as another form of marginalization and oppression from the 
Nigerian government. Before one goes any further, there is a need to understand 
terrorism from an African perspective in general and from a Nigerian perspective in 
particular. Because of the ethnic constitution of most states within the continent of 
Africa, the tendency for instability is very high and it multiplies exponentially when one 
is dealing with a situation where one ethnic group is split between two countries. This 
phenomenon is not uncommon in most African states and Nigeria is no exception. By 
their nature, countries in Africa are constantly faced with the threat of disintegration, 
partly because the countries were put together by the colonial powers for their own 
economic and administrative purposes, irrespective of the different groups and 
nationalities that are wedged uncompromisingly together. So as a result, there is the 
constant security threat; this security problem is prevalent among African countries and is 
further compounded by their multi-ethnic make-up. Subsequently, the internal struggle 
for political power and economic privileges between the elite of the various national 
groups became a constant factor in the politics of the sub-region. In many instances, the 
nationalities that make up these countries find themselves dispersed over more than one 
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country and the leaders of these divided nationalities assist one another to gain power in 
their respective countries of residence.  
Generally terrorism or terrorist acts always arise as a result of disproportionate 
distribution of resources. According to (Lake, 2002), “ 
…terrorists resort to violence not because of private information,  
incredible commitments, or indivisible issues, although these  
factors may also matter, but because no bargain is acceptable to  
them under the current distributions of capabilities. The terrorist  
act itself is designed to shift the balance of power between the  
parties and to produce a better bargain at some time in the  
distant future”.  
From an African perspective, terrorism usually stems from the residual effects of 
colonialism/ imperialism given to the unequal distribution of resources within most 
countries in Africa. Nigeria has at least over 250 languages spoken within its border; this 
translates into 250 different cultures co-existing within the geopolitical entity called 
Nigeria. With this kind of scenario, it is no surprise that the main cause of civil unrest in 
most African countries in general and Nigeria in particular is marginalization. 
Marginalization, however usually leads to some grievances on the part of the group that’s 
being marginalized because it is almost impossible for the government of the country to 
be fair and just among the various ethnic groups within its borders based on the unequal 
distribution of resources within the country. 
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Furthermore, one needs to make a clear distinction between marginalization and 
terrorism because even though the former might lead to the latter, it is not always the 
case. Marginalization of a group does not necessarily turn them into terrorists. For 
instance in the Nigerian case in particular, a more likely scenario would be 
marginalization leading to secession; a classic example would be the marginalization of 
the Igbo people of Eastern Nigeria leading to civil war in Nigeria in 1967 (Madiebo, 
2000). Terrorism and terrorist is quite a recent phenomenon in the Nigerian context 
because for as long as geopolitical entities have existed on the continent of Africa, one 
group or the other has been marginalized. Usually the most severe cause of action from 
an African perspective as said earlier in the Nigerian case is secession but in most cases, 
the marginalized group may result to organized protests or violent civil disobedience. 
Yet, within the Nigerian scope, terrorism and terrorist are still very nascent.  Perhaps the 
worst case of civil unrest ever on the continent of Africa was the 1993 incident of 
genocide in Rwanda/Burundi (Prunier, 1995) even though if one is inclined to investigate 
this incidence, one could easily trace the root cause back to marginalization and the after 
effects of the colonial era. 
Although, one should not confuse civil disobedience and organized protests with 
terrorist acts but since the incidence of 9/11, these acts are now freely categorized as acts 
of terrorism and it organizers perceived as terrorists at least by most of the corrupt 
government in Africa and Nigeria is no exception. Especially in the Nigerian context, 
before 9/11, the insurrections in the Niger-Delta, the religious killings in the north and 
cyber terrorism in the south was acknowledged by the Nigerian government as resultant 
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effects of the growing malcontent of it citizens due to a variety of reasons but these acts 
were never classified as acts of terrorism and neither were the organizers labeled as 
terrorists. As a matter of fact, the mentality and attitude of the Nigerian government to 
these acts was acceptance, almost as if being militant was a natural outgrow of 
marginalization and irregularities in the distribution of economic resources around the 
country. To the citizenry, the militancy was seen as an act of modern day “robin hood” 
Nigerian style. Then 9/11 happened and everything took on a different perspective and in 
a Nigerian context, empowered and allowed the government to pursue aggressive tactics 
against marginalized groups within its borders. Given the background information above, 
terrorism within Nigeria manifests itself along these lines, which includes 
1. Insurrections in the Niger-Delta area 
2. Religious uprising in the Northern states 
Insurrection in the Niger-Delta Area 
 Nigeria, as member of OPEC is one of the leading exporters of crude oil in the 
world. And since the discovery of crude oil in the country, the Niger Delta area of the 
country has being in turmoil; partly because the country moved from agriculture based 
economy to almost wholly the exportation of crude oil. The revenue generated from this 
enterprise was not spread evenly to the rest of the country and as a result the people in the 
region of the Niger-Delta of Nigeria feel slighted by the government. Any form of 
marginalization in Nigeria, no matter how slight, most often than not always result to 
violent demonstrations in which lives are lost and millions of dollars’ worth of damages 
is done.  The Niger Delta area of Nigeria is rich in crude oil and this is where more than 
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half of the revenue of the country is generated. However, both the government of Nigeria 
and expatriate companies drilling oil in this area seriously marginalizes and abuse the 
people of the Niger Delta.  
The people are by nature fishermen but the constant pollutions of the waters by 
the companies with their oil and chemical spillages has left the waters depleted of fish 
and the resultant effect is that these people starve to death because most of them are not 
educated and their only means of subsistence is fish farming. Despite the amount of 
revenue that’s being generated from the region, the people are not being amply 
compensated both by the government and the various expatriate companies. After years 
of protest and peaceful demonstrations, the situation in this region has taken a turn for the 
worse. In 1995, the Abacha regime in Nigeria hung Ken Saro Wiwa and 8 of his clan’s 
men from a village from the Niger-Delta area because he organized a movement that 
alerted the world to the human rights violations and environmental degradation that's 
being perpetuated in the Niger Delta by the Nigerian government and big oil companies 
like the Royal Dutch Shell (Shah, 2010).  
One of his allegations which unfortunately was not substantiated was that the 
Royal Dutch Shell had employed the services of mercenaries to wage "dirty wars" on the 
people of this region, so that they can have access to the resources in this area and in the 
process killing lots of innocent people and the Nigerian military government did nothing 
to curtail Shells’ inhumane treatment of these people. Not until recently was the oil 
company Shell brought to trial for the part it played in the unlawful and unjust hanging of 
Ken Saro Wiwa and the rest of the Ogoni men by the then Nigerian military government. 
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It has been years after the execution of Ken Saro Wiwa and his kinsmen and yet the 
situation in the Niger-Delta region has only gotten worse. The situation has graduated 
from peaceful demonstrations and organized civil protests to wanton destruction of oil 
pipelines, kidnapping of expatriates and killing of public officials.  
Various militant groups have arisen in this region that has declared all-out war on 
the government of Nigeria unless their demands are met. This situation is more 
pronounced because of the general economic stagnation in the country, the youths of this 
region are joining these vagrant groups in droves and it has become their means of 
livelihood in this part of Nigeria. To make matters worse, the operations of these groups 
are not limited to the Niger-Delta anymore, corrupt politicians are now employing their 
services to intimidate, abduct and even kill their political rivals (Globalsecurity.org). All 
these atrocities are all credited to the political blunders, inadequacies and the 
irregularities in the distribution of economic wealth by the federal government of Nigeria 
(The Guardian Newspaper).  
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Table 12:  Pipeline Vandalization  
2002 2003 2004 
Zones # of 
occur 
Product 
loss 
Value 
loss 
# of 
occur 
Product 
loss 
Value 
loss 
# of 
occur 
Product 
loss 
Value 
loss 
PH 444 222.32 5,462.19 608 225.81 8,121.00 429 7,765.00 n/a 
Warri 26 12.03 296.81 90 27.93 1,002.00 266 3,148.00 n/a 
Mosimi 40 70.64 1,824.56 70 109.05 3,860.00 152 8,001.00 n/a 
Kaduna 2 2.63 62.77 11 0.2 7 122 163 n/a 
Gombe 4 0.62 14.73 0 0.14 0 2 573 n/a 
Total 516 308.24 7,661.08 779 363.13 12,990.00 971 19,660.00 n/a 
Source: Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation 
Table 13: Pipeline Vandalization 
2005 2006 2007 
Zones # of 
occur 
Product 
loss 
Value 
loss 
# of 
occur 
Product 
loss 
Value 
loss 
# of 
occur 
Product 
loss 
Value 
loss 
PH 1,017 20,591 n/a 2,091 21,885 n/a 1,631 6,333 n/a 
Warri 769 9,854 n/a 662 1,052 n/a 306 - n/a 
Mosimi 209 9,251 n/a 486 13,709 n/a 479 10,634 n/a 
Kaduna 243 990 n/a 176 - n/a 126 273 n/a 
Gombe 20 929 n/a 268 - n/a 702 - n/a 
Total 2,258 41,615 n/a 3,683 36,646 n/a 3,244 17,240 n/a 
Source: Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation 
Product Loss is in (‘000mt) 
Value Loss is in (N million) 
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Religious Uprising in the Northern States 
 There has always been a history of religious violence in the northern states in 
Nigeria. One can easily ascribe the genesis of these religious conflicts to 1986, when the 
then military government of Nigeria decided to make the country a member of the 
organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) (Imogibhe, 2003). The subsequent effect of 
this membership was a rise to power of two powerful groups within Nigeria called the 
Jamaatul Nasril Islam (JNI) and the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) respectively. 
With the rise of these groups, the country was thrown into turbulence; on the one hand 
the (CAN) was urging all the Christians within the country to rise up against the 
islamisation of the country while at the same the (JNI) was sponsoring a campaign 
against domination of the Muslim majority by the Christian minority (Newswatch, 1986: 
13-17).   
The situation further escalated after the country returned to democracy in 1999, 
allowing all the states in the northern part of Nigeria adopt the Islamic code of law called 
the Sharia as their official state laws. What this implies is that if one commits adultery, 
one can be sentenced to death by stoning, those that commit theft can be sentenced to 
some of their body parts being chopped off and women are expected to be wearing full 
burka regalia all the time. However, there is a little bit of problem, the people living in 
the north are not all Muslims. There are Christians living in this part of the country that 
are not really too keen on the idea of the Sharia being the law of their states but the 
federal government of Nigeria refused to intervene citing that the situation was a state 
matter and not a federal matter allowing for corrupt politicians, self-anointed imams, 
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clerics and sheikhs to have the run of these states by the inciting the Muslim youth 
against the non-Muslim youths thus causing mayhem, death and destruction so as to 
further their own personal agendas. It is important to note that before the catastrophic 
events of 9/11, religious uprising was actually considered a crime and not necessarily an 
act of terrorism and as such the government’s attitude was very lackadaisical and the 
government never considered these uprising as a threat to the country besides being a 
problem for the police force; but in the process the government became an unwilling 
accomplice in the politicization of Islam in northern Nigeria. 
 Perhaps the question one needs to be asking is why religious violence gains so 
much momentum in the north as opposed to the other region of the country? The most 
glaring answer to this question is the lack of education, of gainful employment and mass 
poverty which unfortunately has become a characteristic of these states. According to 
(Igwe, 2009) “ 
…An idle mind, they say, is a devil's workshop. In the North the 
 idle minds are the workshop of fanaticism and bigotry. But we  
must not forget that it is not only in the Northern states that we have 
 unemployed restless youths, other states in Southern Nigeria –  
other nations in the developing world have lots of unemployed youths. 
 So why is it that it is only in the North that jobless youths take up the 
 work of religious terrorism and bloodshed – and nothing else?”  
Perhaps the answer lies not in the present but in the historical past of Northern Nigeria. 
There is a history of violent Islam in northern Nigeria tracing back to the jihad of Sheikh 
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Usman Dan Fodio that began in 1804 and swept the whole of the then northern Hausa 
kingdoms and Ilorin, and was only stopped when it was met by armed resistance from the 
Calvary of the ancient Oyo Empire. That was not before establishing the Sokoto 
Caliphate, an Islamic empire that stretched from Dori in modern Burkina Faso, 
encompassed southern Adamawa in Cameroon, and claimed the Nupe lands and Ilorin in 
Yoruba land and almost the entire Benue River valley. Due to a lack of economic 
opportunities and slow progress that formalized western education is making in this part 
of Nigeria, accomplishments like that of Usman Dan Fodio is highly revered and 
venerated and these youths might be trying to follow the same path that Dan Fodio had 
blazed through centuries earlier. This is the mindset that pervades throughout northern 
Nigeria and as a result Islam, a religion of peace has become synonymous with violence.  
More recently, there was a radical group that emerged in the mid 90s which called 
themselves “Ahlulsunna wal’jama’ah hijra (Onuoha 2010). Nothing was heard or 
reported again about this organization until the tail end of 2003 when it took credit for 
series of attack against security officials in two of the northern states. The group occupied 
a building and flew the Afghanistan over the building and thus earned themselves the 
nickname “Nigerian Taliban” (Onuoha 2010). Although there have been no evidence 
whatsoever to link the group with the Taliban operating out of Afghanistan. However, 
this group continued to carry out terrorist acts against Nigerian security forces and there 
was a particular attack orchestrated by the group in October of 2004 that ignited a heavy 
handed retaliation from the Nigerian police force because of the amount of security 
personnel that was killed. 15 officers were officially reported to be killed but the general 
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consensus was that there was more than that amount of officers killed. This crack down 
forced the group to disperse and flee into neighboring countries like Chad and Niger 
Republic. It was from these dispersed terrorists that the current group (Boko Haram) the 
group that is currently operating and terrorizing citizens in Nigeria is said to have 
coalesced (Crisis Group Africa 2010).  
Nigeria, Terrorism and International Law 
 Since it became a sovereign state in 1960, Nigeria’s legal system has been based 
on customary laws of the colonial power that was adopted at the time of independence 
and as a result of this; Nigeria has always maintained a positive attitude towards 
international law and international jurisdiction. The reason for Nigeria’s positive attitude 
despite the internal problems and complications it is besotted with includes as said 
earlier, her experience under the colonial rule and the desire for rapid development. 
However it needs to be mentioned that at the time of its independence that Nigeria did not 
reject the rules of contemporary international law but neither did Nigeria accept them, 
although at the time, Nigeria was bound to accept all the rules of traditional international 
law even as Nigeria reserved the rights to re-examine these rules. Even though Nigeria is 
selective and pragmatic in its approach to international law, the country has always 
maintained a position that allowed for the strengthening of international law by acting 
more as a radical reformist than a negative rejectionist.  Within the various constitutions 
that Nigeria has utilized over the years, there is always a proviso that gives superiority to 
the general principles of international law and proclaiming them to be the foundation and 
guidance for both her domestic and international behavior; although it needs to be said 
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that this is just a recognition of the importance of international law than rather a specific 
commitment to the practical application or the superiority of the rules of international law 
nationally.  
 Nigerian has signed 12 and ratified 10 out of the 13 major multilateral 
international conventions relating to the suppression and prevention of international 
terrorism and steps are being taken to ratify the remaining 3. Nigeria just recently passed 
into law the Prevention of Terrorism bill (PTB) which will henceforth criminalize 
offences, this bill also include incitement as a terrorist act thereby incorporating and 
conforming to the United Nations’ Security Council Resolution 1624 (2005). Nigeria also 
enacted the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act, this is the criminal 
and penal codes that deal with offences that includes the financing of terrorism, 
abductions, financial malpractices, kidnapping and obstructions of aircrafts. In 
compliance to the UN resolution 1267, the assets of four companies have been frozen 
pending investigations. Nigeria has indeed made a lot of strides in incorporating 
international law into its domestic legal system especially in the area of combating 
terrorism and it continues to makes strides not only to combat terrorism within its own 
borders but in the international arena as well. An example of this sort of behavior would 
be the ratifying of the 1999 International convention for the suppression of the Financing 
of terrorism. The ratifying of this convention gave birth to the domestic law Money 
Laundering Prohibition Act of 2004. 
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CHAPTER 7 
CONCLUSIONS 
 From a purely domestic point of view, the threat of terrorism and terrorist in 
Nigeria is very real. One can just imagine the amount of lives that have being lost, the 
amount of properties damaged not to talk of the social and environmental toll that these 
conflicts are taking upon the citizens of Nigeria. Internationally, it might not seem like 
much but surely since the December 25
th
 incident, policy makers in Washington will be 
having a closer look at the festering fanatism that is brewing in northern Nigeria, the 
gradually increasing malcontent in the Niger-Delta area and the increasing cyber terror 
emanating from the South Western part of the country. But all this pales into 
insignificance when clearly the real threat in Nigeria viz a viz terrorism is the virulent 
lack of political direction, socio-ethnic unity and economic stagnation that characterizes 
the economic, social and political landscape of Nigeria. These are the driving factors that 
are fueling the tendencies for terrorism within the country.  Terrorism in Nigeria can 
probably not be placed side by side with what can be found in other nations but it cannot 
be ignored or made to appear any less dangerous as the case is with Nigerian politicians 
and leaders. Understanding the highly despicable state of Nigerian political scene ridden 
with anarchy, corruption, nepotism, thuggery and favoritism, its hostile economic 
condition and crippling ethnicity-related issues, one can draw up a useful relationship 
between the poverty in the land and its domestic acts of terrorism in all its ranging forms.  
Lack of economic opportunities is however not the only cause of recent 
development of terrorism in Nigeria, this is only the case in the South-West of the 
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country. Politicization of Islam and the simmering fundamentalism is major driver in the 
development of terrorism in the Northern part of the country. Systemic and calculated 
social marginalization and external influence are the major precursors to the development 
of terrorism in the embattled Niger-Delta region of the country. Although they can still be 
related in one way or the other to poverty and break down in the society, it is without 
doubt that successful tackling of the Nigeria's rising terrorism profile would involve an 
aggregate of actions starting with a positive revamping of the economy because only then 
would there be jobs and invariably lesser idle hands, after all "an idle hand is the devil's 
workshop". Moreover, the consequences of slavery are still being felt. The slave trade 
fostered wars not only between Africans and Europeans, but also between different 
African political and ethnic groups. It encouraged raiding, the exploitation of the weak, 
and the growth of sub-imperialism. Rulers or societies that were reticent about routine 
participation in this system were eventually dominated by African elites, backed by 
European power. The power of such elites, in fact, was developed and advanced by 
adherence to the slave trade system and its underpinning of imperialism. Structural 
imbalance is a source of internal conflict in Nigeria's political system. For one thing, it 
greatly reduces the basis for stability; and the point came where the weaknesses inherent 
in the system came to a crisis. Before independence, the extent of the conflict propensity 
was latent largely because the nationalists were deeply engrossed with, and united in, 
their central objective of wrestling out power from Great Britain.  
After independence, with the government machinery in their own hands, the 
independence leaders became more aware of their ethnicities than they were of their 
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nationality. This has been attributed to the fact that the groups amalgamated to form 
modern day Nigeria were a very diverse group with hugely varying cultural and political 
setups. Political violence in Nigeria however seems to be on the rise despite calls for 
elimination of the existing ethnic and cultural barriers, this is no doubt a direct 
consequence of the corruption and inherent poverty abound in the country which equally 
enables the super-rich and highly placed politicians to manipulate the underprivileged 
members of the society particularly the youths and government machinery within their 
reach in carrying out their own sinister motives often leading to widespread loss of lives 
and property. A useful message underlying the current recurrence of terrorism across the 
country is that, the people have endured a long history of economic and social injustice 
and they are now tired of being at the bottom and are more than willing to resort to any 
means necessary including domestic/international terrorism in championing their cause. 
Perhaps in the future, political scientist, analyst and theorist will come up with a theory 
that links terrorism with economic disenfranchisement, social upheaval and political 
instability that is prevalent in a country as in the case of Nigeria, a connection that this 
thesis have clearly shown by analyzing how these factors, listed above, can contribute or 
even in some cases lead to the development of terrorism within a country. 
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